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MASTER PLAN SUMMARY
Introduction
The “Hudson Parks Master Plan” promotes the mission of the Hudson
Park Board (HPB) and seeks to create a greater sense of place and identity for Hudson residents. Where the 1995 “Comprehensive Plan” envisions Hudson as the embodiment of rural/small town characteristics within
a major metropolitan region, the “Hudson Parks Master Plan” seeks to
preserve and develop this image. It combines the recreational and park
facilities, the open space preserves, and the network of trails, and creates
an integrated city-wide system. The Hudson parks will become a community focus and act as a guardian of the ‘quality of life’ for all residents.
The goals of the “Hudson Parks Master Plan” were developed to further the
Hudson Parks’ role as an integral component in the identity and image of
the City of Hudson. The Master Plan seeks to create a framework to
guide park use, expansion, connectivity, and image for the betterment of
the community. These goals incorporate the mission of the Hudson Park
Board, the policy of the “Comprehensive Plan,’ and the desire of the residents, and develop a physical identity for the park system.

The Process
The development of the Master Plan was the result of a lengthy process.
Phase One of the project was concerned with data collection, and a comprehensive base of information allowed the plan to develop on solid footing.
An important component of this was the mail and telephone survey conducted during the first several months. Funding for it was provided by the
Hudson School District, the current recreational program provider, and the
HPB. The results of the survey were compared with national averages for
recreational facilities in communities similar to Hudson in size and character. Data on the physical nature of the park lands was collected using
the Sensitive Lands Mapping previously prepared for Hudson, data from
the Hudson Land Conservancy, the Metroparks GIS, Summit County digital mapping and airphotos, AMATS regional planning documents and extensive field investigation. To insure a plan that looked not only to the
immediate concerns and conditions, an historian investigated the history
of the parks and contributed insight into the city’s development. Throughout the entire process, public participation and input was sought. Informational open houses were held to solicit reactions and confirm trends.

Hudson Park Board–City of Hudson

Summary

The Concept
The Master Plan seeks to develop a cohesive open space, park and trail
system. The first step in achieving this goal is to establish a template for
open space based on the natural system connectivity occurring in the
Hudson watersheds and the human connectivity desired between activity
nodes and neighborhoods throughout the community. Within this template for open space, three concepts emerge as guiding principles of this
system, park use and expansion, connectivity, and image. These areas
address the detail and development of the overall system.
Park Use Designation and Expansion - investigates the existing land
holdings and how they should be developed and expanded in the future. In addition, the plan promotes centralization for a majority of the
active recreational uses, and the decentralization of mixed-use parks
and preserved open space. Each park is reviewed for its role for the
future.
The Master Plan breaks the Hudson parks into three categories including active use, mixed use, and limited use.
Active Use – those park lands where there is a concentration of facilities for organized recreational activities. The primary concept underlying the active use parks is to designate Barlow Farm Park as the
primary provider of organized recreational facilities in the parks system. Building on this concept, it is recommended that other recreational-intensive parks be clustered near it to capitalize on shared
facilities like parking, concessions and toilet facilities. The existing
parks included in this category are; Barlow Farm Park, Oak Grove
Park (formally Barlow Park), Robinson Field, Ellsworth Meadows and
the associated Trebo Property.
Mixed Use – park lands serving adjacent neighborhoods, which may
include existing organized recreational areas, playgrounds and
openspace. Many parks within the current Hudson system contain
facilities that fall into several use categories. These Mixed use parks
are dispersed throughout the city and meet many of the surrounding
neighborhood’s recreational needs. The need for mixed use parks will
continue to grow with each new residential unit built in Hudson. Parks
in this category include Hudson Springs Park, Cascade Park, Darrow
Road Park, Middleton Park, the Boyd property, Colony Park, the Witt
property and Stow-Middleton Park.
Limited Use or Preservation – park lands comprised of environmentally sensitive lands, mature stands of trees, wetlands or wildlife habitats. These environmentally unique areas are set aside as preserved
open space. Throughout the history of the HPB, a strong emphasis
has been placed on preserving open space. To continue upon that
tradition, holdings that are environmentally sensitive or serve as im-
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portant wildlife habitat should remain undisturbed. The sensitive nature of the limited use lands will permit trails only where intrusion can
be managed. An added benefit of having these preserves is that they
can help meet the environmental education needs of the community
through access to viable ecosystems. This educational component is
key, as educating future generations on the importance of viable ecosystems, will ensure community commitment to these preserves. Those
areas protected by the Hudson Parks are Bicentennial Woods, Boston Mills Park, Doc’s Woods, MacLaren Woods, Trumbull Woods,
and the first Hudson Park - Wildlife Park.
The Hudson Trail Network has been developed to promote community
connectivity. Hudson is composed of the historic village and surrounding
township. The 1994 consolidation into a single city brought together two
entities, each with its own distinct image and character. The weaving together and connectivity of the entire city is a goal of the Master Plan. The
Hudson Trail Network is seen as the thread that will bind together a cohesive community, and link it with the surrounding region.
The trails will be built over time and a system of prioritizing has been developed with each set of new links expanding the previous network. The priority
1 trails will extend from the village center to the corners of the community.
Priority 2 trails link the parks to one another and link into the original framework laid down by the priority 1 system. Neighborhood trails, and connectors to surrounding communities have a priority 3 status.
The Guidelines have been designed to achieve a cohesive image for the
entire Hudson Park system. These guidelines address both the design
details for the parks and trails, and the policies which govern them.
The Hudson Parks Master Plan is an overall framework for the parks system and recognizes that its development will occur over time. The design
guidelines ensure that each improvement made to an existing facility or
new acquisition, contributes to the creation of a cohesive system of parks
and trails serving all residents, while preserving delicate ecosystems.
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The Plan
The Master Plan provides a long term vision for the future growth and
enhancement of the Hudson park system. It is designed as a working
document, which should be referenced frequently by Park Board members, the park department staff and city planners.
Keys to the success of the plan include:
•

Annual review by Park Board members, in advance of the annual
budget process

•

Collaboration with other entities such as city council, city planners,
developers, MPC, CVNRA, Summit County Metroparks and other
organizations and surrounding communities

•

Development of a long-term funding and implementation plan
- Active solicitation of funding alternatives
- Development of grant writing expertise via internal or external
sources
- Acquisition strategy for acquiring future park properties

•

Communication with the citizens of Hudson.
- Publicity to notify citizens and organizations of the plan
- Ongoing citizen input
- Planned citizen solicitation at periodic intervals to update
the survey findings

•

Active involvement in planning for future city projects such as Village
South and the new library.
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INTRODUCTION
The Master Plan promotes the mission of the Hudson Park Board (HPB) and
seeks to create a greater sense of place and identity for Hudson residents.
Where the 1995 Comprehensive Plan envisions Hudson as
the embodiment of rural/small town characteristics within a
major metropolitan region, the Parks Master Plan seeks to
preserve and develop this image. It takes the recreational
and park facilities, the open space preserves, and the network of trails, and creates an integrated city-wide system.
Parks in Hudson will become a community focus and act
as a guardian of the ‘quality of life’ for all residents.
The Master Plan develops an overall policy for park system
open space, land use, preservation, development and expansion. It also addresses the human linkages between
the parks, neighborhoods, and town center, and the connectivity required for the enhancement and preservation of
ecological systems and wildlife habitats.
The Master Plan provides the HPB with a long-range guide to accomplish the
following:
• Enhance existing parks and recreation facilities to accommodate the needs
and interests of all age groups within the City of Hudson.
• Identify specific land area requirements and sites for acquisition to accommodate future demand for parks and recreational facilities.
• Recognize lands with sensitive environmental attributes, and preservation
areas needed to protect wetlands, natural drainage ways, unique natural
areas, and wildlife habitat.
• Coordinate linkages between the City of Hudson, its neighborhoods, parks,
and facilities provided by agencies serving the larger regional population
like the Metroparks and CVNRA.
• Recommend options to enhance the operation, maintenance and overall
administration of parks, recreation facilities and programs and preservation areas to better serve the needs of the community.
• Provide an implementation plan that prioritizes proposed improvements
and identifies new funding sources.

Hudson Park Board–City of Hudson

1

Introduction

THE MASTER PLAN AND PROCESS
The Hudson Park Board (HPB) was formed in 1959 by the Hudson Township
Trustees in response to the 58-acre donation of land known as Wildlife Park.
Today, the HPB is appointed by the Hudson City Council. The board governs
the park system and has jurisdiction over 1100 acres of land divided into 19
individual parks. The HPB undertook the development of a Master Plan late in
the spring of 1999. The need for the plan was recognized and acted upon as
the result of a number of factors, the most prominent being the increased
acreage of HPB lands following the passage of the 1997 Land Levy. Additionally, in the last few decades the City of Hudson has experienced an expanding
population, that has placed pressures on open space and created changing
needs in recreation.
The Master Plan’s goals were developed to be consistent with the mission of
the HPB. In addition, “The City of Hudson Comprehensive Plan”, the area’s
history, local ecology, and the “Hudson Recreation Needs Assessment Survey” were all given careful consideration during goal definition.
Throughout the planning process the mission of the HPB was viewed as the
guiding principle for the process. The mission is to “acquire park land and to
provide the citizens of Hudson with a park system for the conservation, preservation and enjoyment of their natural environment and to facilitate the usage
of the pavilions, trails, playgrounds, fields, lake and other aspects of park
land.”
Another major influence came from the 1995 “City of Hudson Comprehensive
Plan.” This plan was the first study to examine the newly created City of
Hudson incorporating previous township lands into a single, much larger community. The “Comprehensive Plan” process involved many citizens and HPB
members, and the Policy on Recreation, Open Space and Environmental Integrity, which became a corner stone in this parks master planning process.
Hudson is a community conscious of its history. Since 1957 the actions of the
HPB have set a direction and influenced the physical development of the park
system. An historian was contracted to investigate and document this history. The new Master Plan is respectful of the HPB’s actions to date and
seeks to carry many of their intentions into the future.
The preservation of ecologically important lands has long been an emphasis
of the HPB. To better understand the larger picture, an investigation into the
natural systems within the city limits and their role in the region was conducted. This research built upon the “City of Hudson Sensitive Lands Study”,
and the interests and goals of the Hudson Land Conservancy. Additionally, the
and watershed and habitat information for the region was taken into account.
The role of the parks are changing in many communities, and to obtain statistically valid analysis of the needs and desires of the Hudson community, a
mail and telephone survey was conducted during the first several months of
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the planning process. This survey was funded by the Hudson School District,
the current recreational program provider, and the HPB. The results of the
survey were compared with national averages for recreational facilities for communities similar to Hudson in size and character. This information was incorporated throughout the planning process.
Data on the physical nature of the park lands was collected using the “Sensitive Lands Mapping” previously prepared for Hudson, data from the Hudson
Land Conservancy, the Metroparks GIS, Summit County digital mapping and
airphotos, AMATS regional planning documents and extensive field investigation.
To insure widespread support and to confirm data and assumptions, each
step of the process invited public input and review. For example, focus groups
were used in developing the survey questions, and the park inventory and field
investigations included public participants. Formalized input was obtained
during a series of open houses. The first open house furnished the data collected through research in the field and from the survey. The second meeting
presented three conceptual alternatives for the overall park system master
plan. These options varied from a concept maximizing recreational development to a system where each quadrant of the city had parks containing all
levels of development. The last open house presented a hybrid concept containing elements of many of the alternatives from the previous meeting.
The HPB and the City of Hudson oversaw the entire process to create a plan
that is informed, workable and sensitive to long term concerns and aspirations.
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THE VISION
The Hudson parks are an integral component in the identity and image of the
City of Hudson. The goals of the “Hudson Parks Master Plan” are predicated
on this role, and seek to create a framework to guide park use, expansion,
connectivity, and image for the enjoyment and betterment of the community.
This framework translates the mission of the HPB, the policy of the “City of
Hudson Comprehensive Plan,” and the desires of the residents into a
physical identity for the park system.

MASTER PLANNING CONCEPTS
The Master Plan seeks to develop a cohesive open space, park and trail
system. Building on the ideas presented in the “City of Hudson Comprehensive Plan,” the “Hudson Parks Master Plan” sees the preservation and enhancement of the areas rural character and small town atmosphere as its
larger goals. The “Hudson Parks Master Plan” first establishes a template for
“open space” based on the natural system connectivity occurring in the Hudson watersheds and the human connectivity desired between activity nodes
and neighborhoods throughout the community. Within this template for Open
Space, three concepts emerge as guiding principles of this system, park use
and expansion, connectivity, and image. These areas address the detail and
development of the overall system. Park Use Designation and Expansion investigates the existing land holdings and how they should be developed and
expanded in the future. To promote community connectivity, the Hudson Trail
Network has been designed and prioritized for implementation and construction. To achieve a cohesive image for the system, all of the elements must be
developed under a common set of Guidelines. These guidelines address both
the design details for the parks and trails, and the policies which govern them.

Open Space Template

Park Use Designation

Hudson Park Board–City of Hudson

4

Introduction
OPEN SPACE TEMPLATE
The City of Hudson comprises about 25 square miles divided north from south
by the Ohio Turnpike. The traditional village lies near the center of the square,
with neighborhoods and activity nodes dispersed throughout. The Open Space
Template seeks to integrate the city and to provide a framework for open space
expansion and connectivity. The system is based on two overlaid diagrams.
The patterns of human habitation and desire lines, and the naturally occurring
watershed drainage patterns existing in Hudson.
Hudson has the benefit of extensive park land acquired over the last half century, which meet many of the communities needs for respite and recreation.
However, the 1999 survey conducted to assess park and recreational needs of
the community placed a high priority on the non-vehicular movement of residents between neighborhoods, the village center, and the parks. The connectivity diagram shows these desire lines as spines radiating out from the traditional village center and a loop around the center offering a second level of
connection.
The natural beauty of Hudson, created by the
streams, creeks and expanses of wetlands, provide the area with a rich tapestry of vegetation
and wildlife. These same features weave connected greenway corridors throughout the community and connect Hudson with the surrounding region. The greenway corridor diagram shows
the watershed watercourses, which are rich in
environmental value should become a high priority for park system acquisition.
Connectivity and natural corridors comprise the
overlaying framework of the Open Space Template. Over time it will establish a park system
that acts as a mediator between the needs of
the built and natural environments. As the city
grows and new park lands and trials are added,
each property can be evaluated against the
long-term goal of achieving this system.

Open Space Template
Watercourses
Existing Parks
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THE PARKS
“The Hudson Parks Master Plan” encourages the concept of a centralization
for a majority of the active recreational uses, and the decentralization of mixeduse parks and preserved open space. This hybrid concept of a park system
organization is the outgrowth of alternatives presented at the public open house
held in October, 1999. At that time, all of the Hudson Park Board (HPB) holdings were surveyed. Individual development plans and acquisition strategies
were developed to enhance each concept.
The hybrid scheme agreed upon for the park system developed ‘Use Designations’ as a method of classifying the holdings into categories. The categories
are; Active Use – those park lands where there is a concentration of facilities
for organized recreational activities; Mixed Use – park lands serving adjacent
neighborhoods, which may include existing organized recreational, playgrounds,
and environmentally unique areas set aside as preserved open space, and the
parks designated for Limited Use or Preservation. Typically this last designation is comprised of environmentally sensitive lands, mature stands of trees,
wetlands or wildlife habitats.

Park Use Designation
Mixed Use Parks

Active Use Parks

Limited Use Parks
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For each of the individual use designations, an overall concept has been developed. Common land characteristics that are found throughout the group have
been identified. An inventory and development potential of existing Hudson
park lands are presented. Additionally, a land acquisition strategy is identified
for each category, and specific areas of the city designated. The Hudson parks
currently provide 55 acres of park land per every 1000 residents. If this ratio is
to continue, an additional 275 acres of land will be needed for each 5,000 new
residents. The “Comprehensive Plan” anticipated a population growth from
21,000 in 1995 to 35,000 between 2010 and 2020. Park development has been
prioritized within each use designation group. All designations (Active Use,
Mixed Use and Limited Use) are viewed as equal in status. The priorities are a
way to begin park improvements or address acquisition needs in a logical
fashion.
The 1999 Hudson recreation “Needs Assessment Survey” revealed attitudes
towards open space and recreation that need to be considered when addressing plans for the future uses of the park system. The most popular activity
interests by adults surveyed included aquatic activities and nature and service
activities. However, the youth survey listed special events as the highest priority. Sports, athletics and aquatics sponsored by schools were ranked second
by youth. When the actual needs for activities were compared to interests,
trails and connectivity were ranked highest by adults, while the youth ranked a
youth facility and/or aquatic facility highest, followed by trails.
The continued interest and desire for connectivity throughout Hudson indicated
that many of the parks should act as trail heads and trail intersections to
improve the utilization of park land holdings. These parks will promote the
networking of trails, and link individual parks to one another. Trails associated
with each park are identified and located on the accompanying maps.
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ACTIVE USE PARKS
The Concept
The primary concept underlying the active use parks is to designate Barlow
Farm Park as the primary provider of organized recreational facilities in the
parks system. Building on this concept, it is recommended that other
recreational intensive parks be clustered near it to capitalize on shared
facilities like parking, concessions and toilet facilities. The existing parks
included in this category are; Barlow Farm Park, Oak Grove Park (formally
Barlow Park), Robinson Field, Ellsworth Meadows and the associated
Trebo Property. The existing Oak Grove Park is compatible with, and reinforces this concept providing a lighted adult softball field, multiple little
league fields and playground area. Future development of “Active Use”
parks will begin at Robinson Field, where a relatively level, and cleared
piece of land will provide area for additional fields and parking.
Active Use Parks

Within the Active Use designation the completion of the Barlow Farm Park
has the highest priority for funding. The work required to meet this goal will
consume much of the Park Board funds and energy in the coming years,
but development will also satisfy many of the demands currently felt for
organized use fields. When demand increases beyond the capacity of
Barlow Farm facilities, Robinson Field should be developed next.

Active Use Park - Land Characteristics
Parks whose primary function will be organized recreation should follow
the characteristic guidelines for ‘Active Use’ parks development. These
characteristics include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Minimal impact to environmentally sensitive or ecologically unique
areas and animal habitats;
Avoidance of large stands of mature trees;
Have a relatively flat topographic profile to reduce grading;
Park access from a primary or secondary connector road;
Limited light, sound or runoff disturbance to existing surrounding
neighborhoods; and
Access to restroom facilities.
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Active Use Parks and Development Potential
Barlow Farm Park - The highest priority for funding within the
Active Use group of parks is Barlow Farm Park. The completion of the park will provide extensive quality facilities in organized recreation. The full build out of the park is anticipated
within the next few years, and the park will become the anchor
of the centralized “active use” parks. The facility will include
ballfields, soccer fields, a playground and walking trails. The
design precedents set within it should guide “active use” park
land development and renovation. These elements include dug
outs, benches, signage, trash bins, bike racks, and lighting.
Barlow Farm Park also is a major node in the network of Hudson trails. The expansive frontage along Barlow Road contributes to the eastern extension of the Barlow Trail towards Oak
Grove Park. The park serves as the beginning point for northsouth Colony Trail which connects Barlow Farm Park to the
Hudson Schools Campus.

Robinson Field - Robinson Field is currently an
open field and is the second highest priority for development of active use parks. Robinson Field is a
31- acre, recent acquisition of the HPB. This park
is accessed from Ravenna Road and is characterized by a gently rolling, relatively level topography.
The lack of large stands of trees and its proximity
to Barlow Farm Park make it a prime candidate for
“active-use” designation. It is anticipated that this
land could be easily developed at a reasonable cost.
Schematic development plans anticipate parking,
soccer fields and softball/baseball fields all on the
northern and western portions of the site. The southeast portion contains a wetland and some larger
trees which must be preserved.
The east-west Ravenna Trail links Robinson Field
with the community trail network. However, an effort should be made to develop off-road trails between Robinson Field, Barlow Farm Park and Oak
Grove Park through acquisition or trail right-of-way.
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Oak Grove Park - The park, formerly known as Barlow
Park and designated as Oak Grove Park in October of
1999, will remain as an “active use” park. This park
currently contains the only lighted field within the Hudson Park System and is heavily used. There is a playground, adequate parking, pavilions, and several more
unlighted fields that will be maintained. The Jaycees’
Haunted House is located on the property under a longterm lease to the Jaycees’. Programming and maintenance is handled by the club. It is anticipated that this
structure will remain until its function is no longer desired.
Oak Grove Park is on the southern edge of the community-wide trail system and links into it along Barlow Road.
Any opportunity to develop a non-vehicular connection
through the park to the neighborhood to the south is
encouraged as a way to link the area to greater Hudson
and south to Stow. An existing gas pipeline easement
runs north - south on the parks western edge and may
offer the opportunity to make this connection. This pipeline continues north and could also offer further off road
connections to the east - west powerline easement which
connects Doc’s Woods and Barlow Farm Park.
Ellsworth Meadows and Trebo Property - Ellsworth Meadows,
the only public golf course in Hudson, should be improved and
expanded as seen necessary by its management. Certain
modifications to improve safety have been sited and these will
require the use of much of the recently required Trebo Property to the west. During the 1999 season, the golf facility
expanded its parking and improved its pavilion facilities. Other
anticipated changes will include the addition of a driving range
and adjustments to individual golf hole alignments.
Portions of the golf facility property will be used to develop the
east-west Barlow Trail and for neighborhood access from the
western residential developments to Cascade Park. Safety
must govern all development adjacent to an active golf course,
especially where a public trail system is going to be accommodated.
The HPB purchased Ellsworth Meadows with park funds. An agreement established that a percentage of the operating fund be given to
the HPB for the maintenance or acquisition of park lands as the course
becomes more profitable. This agreement was made between the HPB
and Hudson City Council. The facility is run by the City of Hudson.
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‘Active Use’ Park - Acquisition
The City of Hudson has experienced rapid growth in the last two decades
which has stressed the recreational capacity of both the park and school
lands. As growth occurs, the search for additional property to fill the needs
must be undertaken. The concept of active use parks needs to be a guiding principle when analyzing each property. All acquisition of land for “active use” parks should reinforce the concept of centralization. The properties should fall near the area bounded to the east by Robinson Field to the
south, by Oak Grove Park to the west by Ellsworth Meadows, and to the
north by the Town Center.
Each property should abide by land characteristics deemed necessary for
“active use” park land.
The Master Plan recommends the creation of an active use park in the
village center to function as a contemporary Village Green. It will be associated with either the new library development or within the Village South
area. The park is seen as a method for drawing diverse members of the
community together to help maintain a vital, relevant downtown. This location is appropriate for a swimming pool and or youth/senior/activity center.
The development of such a facility is linked directly to needs made apparent in the “Recreational Needs Assessment Survey.”

Downtown Area for Active
Use Park Land Acquisition

Active Use Acquisition
High Priority Area for Active Use
Park Land Acquisition
Area for Active Use Park Land
Acquisition
Existing Parks
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MIXED USE PARKS
The Concept
Many parks within the current Hudson system contain facilities that
fall into several use categories. These “mixed use” parks are dispersed
throughout the city and meet many needs especially those of neighborhood. These areas are essential to the small-town character of
Hudson. New land will need to be acquired to replace these parks if
any of them are removed from service. The highest priority within the
“mixed use” designation is to secure the Stow-Middleton property for
park use or to find a suitable replacement for it. Development in District 6 makes the acquisition of park land in that area the next highest
concern for the HPB.
Mixed Use Park - Land Characteristics
The need for “mixed use” parks will continue to grow with each new
residential unit built in Hudson. As parks are developed, or land acquired to fill the need, they should follow the characteristic guidelines
that include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mixed Use Parks

Parks comprised of more than one primary category of use;
Parks that are accessible from residential roadways and often
less accessible to general public;
Holdings where several activity levels can coexist;
Parcels of a minimum of 10 acres;
Easy pedestrian accessibility from surrounding residential
development; and
New land should be dispersed throughout entire city.

Mixed Use Parks and Development Potential
Stow-Middleton Park - The Hudson School District is
the owner of Stow-Middleton Park and its use may
convert to school needs at some time in the future.
This is a vital neighborhood mixed use park and its
loss would be a blow to the park system. The park
serves the high-density neighborhood of Hudson Parks
Estates to the west, and provides organized sports
fields for the entire community. The development of
the Boyd Property could help fill the void, however,
the uncertain future of Stow Middleton Park should
prompt acquisition of park land in the areas south of
480 and north of Hudson High School. This acquisition should target areas of 10 acres or more in size.
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Hudson Springs Park - Hudson
Springs Park is Hudson’s 260acre keystone park. The park contains a 50- acre lake for fishing and
canoeing, and attracts extensive
wildlife. The park contains informally used open space, a playground, and parking. It also serves
as the intersection of several
trails. Bicentennial Trail and the
Turnpike Trail both connect into
the park at their eastern terminus,
while the north-south Tinkers Trail,
and the Boundary Trail connect
within the parks eastern boundaries. Hudson Springs Park is
used by diverse groups within the
Hudson community. No changes
to the physical character or increases in programmed activities
are anticipated.

Cascade Park - Cascade Park is a mixeduse park where existing “active use” fields
will remain and existing open space preserved. No changes except to linkages are
anticipated for Cascade Park. Cascade will
be connected to the Nicholson neighborhood
through two pedestrian connectors, both of
which will be marked with park signage. Cascade Park will also connect across the rail
lines to the north-south Spine Trail. This will
increase access throughout this area and to
town center and Metropark trail.
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Darrow Road Park - Darrow Road Park
contains a large area of preserved lands
with trail access. The western most portion of the site is open and level. It will host
practice soccer fields and provide limited
parking and portable toilets during active
use times. The fields and parking areas
adjacent to Route 91 consume approximately 10 acres, while the remaining 53
acres will remain undeveloped with the exception of a trail system.
The east-west trail through Darrow Road
Park is seen as an essential link between
Hines Hill Trail and destinations to the east.
To promote this connection, a short northsouth trail needs to be developed along the
Route 91 corridor to provide safe passage
from Hines Hill Road to the Darrow Park
Trail. Both of these trails must be developed to provide pedestrian and
bicycle access. As trails and access are expanded throughout much
of the currently inaccessible areas of the park, bridges or boardwalks
may need to be constructed to ford the channeled stream and wetland
areas.
The HPB should consider formalizing the access from Edgeview Road
into the park before the easement is forgotten. The split rail fencing
currently in use throughout the park system could be added at this
easement to demarcate city property before the actual trail is in place.

Middleton Park - Middleton Park is a classic example of a small
neighborhood park and should remain virtually unchanged. The barn
at the park entry is in poor condition and should be removed. If it is of
historic value, a group of concerned citizens or other historic society
with funds available should adopt the barn and renovate it. The barn in
its present condition is susceptible to vandalism and could create
problems if its fate is not defined.
Linkage from north to south through Middleton Park would be desirable if access could be established. The land to the south should be
acquired or at a minimum, access easements obtained from the owners. This would not only serve citizens of Hudson, but also would
extend the stream corridor and provide a link to adjacent sensitive
lands. This corridor could connect to Hines Hill Road or continue
south to Valley View.
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The Boyd Property - The Boyd Property is a 50-acre parcel of open
land with one boundary on I-480. The property has been clearcut.
This parcel of land will be developed as a “mixed use” park. The northern half will be designated for “active use”. The southern portion,
which contains a ravine, will be designated as a preserve. The property could contain parking, soccer and softball fields. The pond area
adjacent to I-480 should be preserved along with a surrounding boundary of wetland and wildlife habitat.
Any development of the Boyd Property is contingent on resolving
access issues from Middleton Road. The property has a narrow point
of entry with a limited cone of vision for on coming traffic, especially
from the east. Substantially lowering the speed limit on the roadway
segment between the Boyd Property to Trumbull Woods would benefit both parks and enhance the potential connection between them.
This link is also vital to connect Hudson via the Aurora Hudson Trail to
the Tinkers Creek Trail through the Boyd property, Trumbull Woods
and potentially into Tinkers Creek State Park.

Colony Park - Colony Park is a mixed-use
park where established active use fields will
continue to be utilized. The former Hudson
School District property to the east and
south will be preserved woodlands with trails
established through it. The single lot north
of the Brewster Road Mayflower intersection needs to be obtained from the school
district to permit the Colony Trail. Within
the park, all of the existing access points,
pavilions and play equipment will remain.
Colony Park provides a pivotal trail connection linking the north-south Colony Trail from
Barlow Farm Park along Brewster Drive,
north to the school campus. The park is
also the eastern terminus of the MacLaren
Trail where it intersects with the Colony
Trail. The MacLaren Trail weaves through
the west egress point of the park onto Sunset Drive and out to Colony Drive. It then
crosses 91, and proceeds down John Clark
Lane and into MacLaren Park.
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The Witt Property - Much of the 100-acre Witt Property contains environmentally sensitive lands that are
to be preserved. However, an access point off of
Farnham Way Street could provide a neighborhood
park development with parking and small informal play
area.
Access and parking for this area and any development within it, should be determined in the field to
minimize tree removal and grading impacts to the site.
Trails throughout the site are envisioned to connect to
the Hines Hill Trail one day. All of the land south of
the Witt Property is controlled by the Cuyahoga County
Welfare Department, with a portion used as a juvenile
correction facility. Trail right-of-ways should be discussed with Cuyahoga County as connections on the
Witt Property are established. This would lessen the
isolation of the northwest quadrant of town and link
them into the larger trail network.
Should a part or all of the County Property become available, it should
be considered for acquisition and integration into the park system.
The land contains significant wetlands and is vital to the health of the
upper reaches of Brandywine Creek. Additionally, as residential development continues on the northwest quadrant, mixed-use neighborhood parks will be needed.

Mixed Use Parks - Acquisition
Without the acquisition of “mixed use” park land properties near or adjacent to District 6, an increased demand will tax an already burdened system. The western side of Hudson is already disconnected from the existing park system. New developments will be isolated from the community
and the trail system network without the acquisition of strategic parcels.
On behalf of their future constituents, the developers in District 6 should
work with the HPB to establish mixed use parks that are a minimum of 10
acres in size. These parks should occur within a mile of the resident they
serve and provide about two acres for each 1000 residents. The parks and
the developments they serve should be designed to provide trail links
throughout the neighborhood and to the Hudson trail network.
Mixed Use Park Land Acquisition
Mixed Use Park Land Acquisition
Existing Park Land
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LIMITED USE PARKS
The Concept
Throughout the history of the HPB, a strong emphasis has been
placed on preserving open space. To continue that emphasis, holdings that are environmentally sensitive or serve as important wildlife
habitat should remain undisturbed. One of the highest priorities for
the “limited use” parks must be the protection of sensitive lands
within the rapidly developing District 6, through acquisition or conservation easements. Acquiring wetlands on the Cuyahoga County
Welfare Department’s property and those north of Barlow Road in
the southeast section of town are also a priority for the park system.
The sensitive nature of the “limited use” lands will permit trails only
where intrusion can be managed. These preserves can help meet
the environmental education needs of the community through access to viable ecosystems.

Limited Use Parks

Limited Use Parks - Land Characteristics
Acquisition of preserves should target sensitive acreage that are not currently protected by the HPB through land conservation or covered by existing conservation easements.
Development of greenway corridors along creeks, streams, and wetlands
should be encouraged to establish for environmental and community linkages.
Preserves should educate and expose the Hudson community to the workings of the natural world around them.

Limited Use Parks and Development Potential
Bicentennial Woods - The woods contain important mature
stands of trees that date back more than 100 years, and the
33-acre Bicentennial Woods should remain unchanged. The
existing outdoor classroom was rebuilt in 1997 and should be
maintained for as long as the need for it exists.
The trail linkage running through the park provides an important
connection between the Hudson Schools Campus and Hudson
Springs Park. This trail must be maintained. On the east side
of the park, the addition of a trail running north-south parallel to
Stow Road, is necessary to connect to the high school campus, to the Turnpike Trail, into Hudson Springs Park and Bicentennial Woods. Parking should not be considered at Bicentennial Woods.
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Boston Mills - The beauty of Boston Mills Park can only be
seen if one parks their car and walks into the park to view the
lake. The 8-acre park contains gravel parking, picnic tables
and a trail to the lake.
Development in the Executive Parkway to the west may soon
make Boston Mills Park a lunchtime escape destination for
many. The woods here should be preserved with the exception
of limited-use trails.
The linkages through Boston Mills Park into the Executive Parkway and north to the Turnpike Trail or south to the Terex Trail
will provide non-vehicular opportunities for movement in the formerly isolated western edge of town.
Doc’s Woods - Almost all of the 59 acres of Doc’s Woods (formally
known as the Miller property) contain high quality wooded wetlands
and streams. These environmentally sensitive lands provide diverse
habitat for wildlife and should be preserved.
Doc’s Woods environmental corridor could be extended to the northwest or southeast where the
sensitive lands continue. Acquisition to the northwest provides two important possibilities, it would
extend the preserve and help connect the “active-use” parks to one another.
Construction of a trail along the northern boundary of the site is a possibility to allow field observation and bird watching. This off-road path could
run adjacent to the north edge of the property on
the powerline easement and continue across Stow
Road west towards Barlow Farm Park. No parking is recommended at the site.
MacLaren Woods - This somewhat isolated recent acquisition of 27 acres should be maintained as open space. The
diverse habitats present on the site make it a candidate for
trail development to accommodate plant and wildlife observation. When the trails are developed, a small gravel parking area should be provided to allow access to the park
trails.
MacLaren Woods also plays an important role as the connection node between Cascade Trail and the north-south
Spine Trail. The trails intersect at MacLaren Woods and
extend in all directions.
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Trumbull Woods - A marvelous example of a park preserve,
Trumbull Woods is a wildlife sanctuary edged by I-480. The
park provides limited parking and extensive trails and is well
used despite its isolated location. No physical changes are
anticipated or recommended for the site.
The north-south linkage along Tinkers Creek may make Trumbull
Woods accessible to more Hudson residents and increase use
of the Boyd Property. A recommended slower speed limit along
Middleton Road between the two parks would enhance their
connections.
Stow - Aurora Trail - The strip of land running parallel to the Turnpike
between Stow Road and Hudson Aurora Road is a 10 acre park. The
land was maintained as a mowed path until the school district built a
duplicate paved trail north of the Turnpike. Low areas and difficult drainage make this area hard to maintain without significant improvement.
Stow - Aurora Trail will become an important link once the turnpike
Trail is built.
Wildlife Park - The original park in the Hudson system is
actually in Boston Mills. The 58-acre parcel is surrounded
by CVNRA and patrolled by park service police. It is also
linked to all of Ohio by the Buckeye Trail, which traverses
the ridge top through a stand of white pines. This park
provides a gravel parking area and extensive trails.
Wording in the original agreement states that only park
use is permitted, and if other uses are imposed, the property is to revert to the family heirs. No changes are anticipated or recommended.

Limited Use Acquisition
The southwest quadrant of Hudson is continuing to develop, and the population is isolated from existing park lands. While the Metroparks Trail will help
connect much of the community, the area south of 303 and west of Cascade
Park will require the same “mixed use” neighborhood park policy as the
District 6 area.

Limited Use Acquisition
High Priority Limited Use Land Acquisition

As developers and new home buyers increase demand on the system, they
should play an active role in providing the solution, both for parks and trail
linkages.
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TRAIL CONCEPT
The City of Hudson is composed of the historic
village and surrounding township. The 1994 consolidation into a single city brought together two
entities, each with its own distinct image and character. The weaving together and connectivity of the
entire city is a goal of the Master Plan. The Hudson Trail Network is seen as the thread that will
bind together a cohesive community, and link it
with the surrounding region.
The Linkage Concept

The trails will be built over time and a system of prioritizing has
been developed with each set of new links expanding the previous network. The Priority 1 trails will extend from the village
center to the corners of the community. Priority 2 trails link the
parks to one another and link into the original framework laid
down by the Priority 1 system. Trails within neighborhoods,
and connectors to surrounding communities have a Priority 3
status. These trails are important to the overall network, however it is envisioned that their construction will be embraced by
neighborhoods, special interest groups or cooperative actions
between Hudson and other communities. These trails should
be turned over for ownership and maintenance by the HPB.

Paved Trail Loop

Most of the trails in the Hudson Trail Network are envisioned as being designed to
accommodate several uses
together. These multipurpose trails will probably have an initial construction of stone dust or wood chip surface. Current demand for the incorporation
of roller blading within the network will necessitate asphalt or concrete paving on specific loops. By paving a portion of the
Brandywine Trail, the Turnpike Trail, and the
Hudson Aurora Trail, a loop can be developed that allows the trails’ hub to be located
within the town center.

Trail Priority
Priority 1

Priority 2

Priority 3

Paved Loop

In addition to the main trail network, the city should adopt a policy that requires
new city streets to incorporate a multipurpose trail separated from the roadway
but parallel to it. With the adoption of such a policy, trails would have to be
evaluated and determined to be consistent with the overall Hudson network of
trails and be designed to have a natural tie in with the system.
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Priority 1 Trails
The primary backbone of the entire Hudson Trail Network consists of only five trails. Not all sections of the
city can be served by these trails, but over time additional connections will be added. Four of the five primary trails will run adjacent to existing roadways and
the construction of these might be best accomplished
in conjunction with any future road or utility improvements. Three of the trails appear on the regional trail
map produced by AMATS and therefore are eligible for
ODOT funding. Within the Priority 1 category, the Spine
Trail is of the highest importance and then the Mud
Brook Trail. These Priority 1 trails will serve the greatest number of people and fulfill many of the trail system
goals. These trails will establish the framework necessary for a connected community.

Priority 1 Trails

The Spine Trail - The Spine Trail is the highest priority trail for the Hudson
Parks. Connecting the Metroparks trail to downtown Hudson is essential
to the success of the entire Hudson network of trails. A portion of this
important off-road trail is also on the AMATS map of regional trails and
therefore qualifies it for ODOT funding.
The trail originates at the southern edge of the City of Hudson and parallels
the proposed future commuter rail line corridor into the center of the village.
There are only three road crossings along the entire length of the trail
however, each of them is significant. Beginning at the southern boundary
of Hudson, the first crossing occurs at Terex Road and the second at
Barlow Road. Both of these crossings should be handled with official atgrade crosswalks on the roads, and stop/dismount signs on the trail. The
third crossing is vital to the success of the Hudson Trail Network. This
involves navigating the very active SE/NW rail line and Highway 303. An
engineered structure would be highly desirable in this area. The Spine Trail
terminates at the proposed site of the new library and redevelopment area
in downtown Hudson. The importance of this connection is increased with
the introduction of the proposed downtown “active use” park and its associated recreational component consisting of a pool and/or youth/activity
center.

Hudson Park Board–City of Hudson

21

The Trail Network

Mud Brook Trail - Mud Brook is the second highest priority trail and parallels one of the most prominent network of creeks and wetlands in the Ohio.
Its importance has made it the highest priority of the Hudson Land Conservancy for preservation and restoration. All of the Mud Brook headwaters fall
within Hudson with a large section located in District 6 where extensive
development is anticipated in the near future.
The preservation and enjoyment of Mud Brook will contribute enormously to
the quality of life associated with Hudson and to the ecological health of the
area. It will take hands-on participation from the public and the HPB to work
with developers to insure its preservation.
While its exact location has not been delineated, the trail is to begin at the
Turnpike Trail and weave its way south through the Executive Parkway development and past the intersection with Boston Mills Park Trail. At Boston
Mills Road an official crosswalk must be established to allow the trail to
safely continue south. The sensitive nature of this wetland area may preclude a paved surface trail and bicycle and roller blade traffic may be routed
to the trail along the Terex Road extension.
The Trail will skirt the eastern edge of the approved 75 unit residential development and continue south along the channelized stream bed to Route
303. The trail continues south onto land owned by the City of Hudson for
wellhead protection and proceeds south on the shores of Mud Lake. The
trail crosses Terex Road and finally connects with the Metroparks Trail.
Hudson Aurora Trail - One of the most challenging trails to
build will also be one of the most heavily used. The HudsonAurora Trail will parallel the road of the same name and run
from the old village center northeast to the Hudson/Twinsburg
boundary. It will pass between Western Reserve Academy
and the Hudson Schools Campus, cross the Ohio Turnpike
and run onto Hudson High School property. At the Stow Road
intersection, the road and trail turn due east and proceed to
the city line. The Hudson-Aurora Trail is intersected by these
north-south trails: Colony Trail at the Hayden Parkway intersection, the Turnpike Trail at the Turnpike, and Tinkers Creek
Trail at the southern tip of the Boyd property.
The Hudson Aurora Trail will need to take the form of a traditional sidewalk as it weaves through the old village fabric. This
walk will accommodate pedestrians only. Additional on-road
dedicated lanes will need to be established to insure bicycle
safety.
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Brandywine Trail - David Hudson first arrived in the Western Reserve in
1799. He made his way from the Ohio Erie Canal following Brandywine
Creek. He then moved to a ridge line that is now known as Hines Hill Road
and into the township that would be named after him.
The trail begins at the Hudson and Boston Mills boundary and runs parallel
to Hines Hill Road. If a right-of-way can be obtained along the Cuyahoga
County Welfare property, this trail could be constructed adjacent to the
existing Hines Hill right-of-way.
At the intersection of Hines Hill Road and Prospect Street, the trail turns
southwest along Prospect Street and weaves its way into the historic village
center. Due to the heavy use anticipated for this trail, effort should be made
to construct it as a two-way, multipurpose trail separated from the road. It
should have an asphalt pavement to accommodate all modes of recreational
activity. The adjacent relationship to the rail line along Prospect Street
could provide the necessary right-of-way for the trail’s location. Effort should
be made to secure this right-of-way from either the railroad or adjacent landholders. The city maintenance yard and utility substations located along the
tracks could provide much of the needed land.
The trail continues parallel to Prospect Street until it crosses Brandywine
Creek and turns south along the creek into the downtown redevelopment
area and new library site. One of the most important connections in the
Hudson Trail Network will be between Brandywine Trail and Spine Trail to
the south. This connection will most likely be an elevated structure passing
above Route 303.
Ravenna Trail - The Ravenna Trail is the link from southeastern Hudson into
the Town Center. This trail will link Robinson Field to the north-south Colony
Trail and continue west into town. The trail should terminate before it intersects with Route 91 and turn north on Oviatt Street. In order to avoid the
traffic of the town center, Oviatt Street will become a bypass on the trail
network.
In the future, should any opportunity become available to use lands associated with the railway corridor, the Ravenna trail could be moved from the
road and constructed in the right-of-way. This trail would have all of the
advantages of the Ravenna Trail with the increased safety factor of being
removed from automobile conflicts.
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Priority 2 Trails
Trails that fall into the Priority 2
level of importance create essential links between many of
the parks and between neighborhoods. These trails weave
the web connecting the community and lend creativity to the trail
framework established with Priority 1 trails

Priority 2 Trails

Barlow Trail - The Barlow Trail is important to the City of Hudson as an eastwest connection between the Metroparks Trail and the “active use” parks
centered on Barlow Farm Park. Part of the trail is important on a regional
level as a link in the AMATS overall alternative transportation plan and will
link the city of Hudson to the surrounding communities. The Trail begins
where Barlow Road intersects the Metroparks Trail and goes east to the
extreme southeastern corner of the city. A fork in the road finds one branch
of the trail extending south along Stow Road to Silver Springs Park and the
other proceeding east into Streetsboro stopping to link with the Ravenna
Trail. Two north-south trails connect into Barlow Trail, the Spine Trail near
Ellsworth Meadows, and Colony Trail which begin at Barlow Farm Park and
extends to the Hudson Schools Campus. A spur trail intersects the Barlow
Trail at Oak Grove Park and connects the neighborhood to the south on a
pipeline easement.
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The Turnpike Trail - The Ohio Turnpike carves a 200’ swath across the City
of Hudson from east to west separating one half of the city from the other.
The distance is connected in only five locations. Development of the Turnpike Trail can be seen as one means of connecting the community back
together.
The Trail will be located within the right-of-way (ROW) along the south side
of the Ohio Turnpike. The 10-15’ wide trail would be bounded on the south
by the existing highway fence and on the north by a new 4’ high chain link
fence. Running between Mud Brook Trail to the west and Stow Road to the
east, this trail could create a vital link between east and west Hudson.
Along this portion of the Turnpike (sta. 530+00 to sta.640+00) the highway
has been designed with a centerline slope between .5% and 2%. This
relatively flat roadway extends through the surrounding glaciated terrain in a
manner that allows the roadway to be above the turnpike pavement elevation along some portions of the road and below it in others. These variations
in the trail design would allow the user to experience a variety of terrain,
views and vistas all on a very gradually graded path.
The trail would be constructed at grade with a smooth asphalt surface designed not to interrupt the existing drainage patterns. The only exception to
the at-grade construction would be areas where drainage ways run perpendicular to the Turnpike. In these areas, boardwalk-type crossing structures
would have to be constructed to allow for the unimpeded flow of water to
occur. Right-of-way widths along the trail vary from 130’ (measured from the
centerline of the median gutter to the ROW line) to 150’. These variations in
ROW widths have been used to reduce side slopes between the roadway
and the ROW limits. In addition to reduced side slopes, these varied ROW
widths allow for a relatively flat area adjacent to the ROW fencing. This flat
area could easily accommodate a trail between western Hudson and Hudson Springs Park.
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Hines Hill Trail - The Hines Hill Trail begins at the intersection of Hines Hill
Road and Prospect Street. Here the Brandywine Trail turns south, and Hines
Hill Trail continues along Hines Hill Road where the residential architecture
provides a glimpse of the grandeur that was Hudson’s history. At Route 91
the trail turns south. A safe connection must be established between Hines
Hill Road and Darrow Park, and could include an official crosswalk. Once
the trail enters Darrow Road Park it is off-road and will require bridging or
boardwalks to permit bicycle traffic across wetlands and streams. Only the
main east-west part of the Darrow Park trail system will need to be accessible by bicycle. In Hudson Park Estates the trail rejoins the road at Leeway
Drive and winds its way to the Hudson High School Campus. In areas where
trails pass through an established neighborhood development, a marked
bicycle lane should be added to the street system to compliment the pedestrian sidewalks.

Colony Trail - The major north-south connection of the Hudson Trail Network, which has potential for the highest amount
of use by school age children, is the Colony Trail. This trail
begins at Barlow Farm Park, the heart of the “active use”
district, and connects to the Hudson Schools Campus to the
north. From Barlow Farm Park, the trail provides a sidewalk
for pedestrians that is separate from the roadway and from
the marked bicycle lane adjacent to Brewster Drive. The trail
enters Colony Park through an easement at the northern end
of Brewster Street. Within the park the trail intersects with
MacLaren Trail but continues north over the structural rail crossing where it intersects with the Ravenna Trail. The Colony
Trail joins the Hayden Parkway and is again a divided trail of
separate pedestrian and bicycle lanes, passing the schools
campus and terminating at the Hudson-Aurora Trail.
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Priority 3 Trails
Priority 3 Trails complete the network of trails for the City of Hudson.
Many of these trails reach into specific neighborhoods to bring them into
a connected community. While
there are many potential trails
throughout Hudson that qualify in
this category, those listed below are
deemed to be of the greatest value
to the entire community. The total
length of priority 3 trails is unlimited
and expands with each new development built within the city limits.
Priority 3 Trails

Tinkers Creek - Tinkers Creek is a very important watershed and wildlife
corridor in northeast Ohio. A trail along it could be of great benefit to the
community. The Tinkers Creek trail begins at Hudson Springs Park and
crosses under the Ohio Turnpike. The Turnpike Authority must grant permission and a raised path needs to be constructed to keep the path out of
the surrounding wetlands. The trail hugs the creek tributary east of Firelands
Drive before intersecting with the Hudson-Aurora Trail.
Tinkers Creek Trail leaves the roadway and proceeds north along the easement ravine into the Boyd Property. From the lands’ northern boundary the
trail crosses 1-480 and enters into Trumbull Woods before turning north and
rejoining the creek side. Tinkers Creek Trail should seek to tie into any trail
system currently serving Tinkers Creek State Park and future trails developed along it by the cities of Twinsburg or Streetsboro.
MacLaren Trail - The MacLaren Woods is the intersection of the Cascade,
Spine and MacLaren Trails and provides a small parking area to serve as a
trailhead.
The MacLaren Trail connects Cascade trail across the commuter rail tracks,
east through the park and onto John Clark Lane. The Trail then crosses
Route 91 with a new official crosswalk and proceeds down Colony Drive and
into Colony Park. This short trail establishes an important connection between the north-south Spine Trail and the north-south Colony Trail. The trail
will be developed with an unpaved surface within the park, and will use John
Clark Lane between the park and 91. Once the trail connects with Colony
Drive, a dedicated bicycle lane will be established while existing sidewalks
accommodate pedestrian movement.
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Brandywine North Trail - The Witt Property is an environmentally sensitive
area containing wetlands and a Palustrine Forest. The trail system which
runs through the 100 acre property needs to be extended south through
property acquisition or a right-of-way agreement with the Cuyahoga County
Welfare property. It can then be connected to the east-west Brandywine
Trail. Due to the sensitive nature of the lands in this area, an unpaved trail
would be recommended that incoporates bicycle usage into the design.
Ring Trail - The compact nature of a downtown Hudson makes trail travel
near the 303/91 intersection and railroad corridor very difficult for anything
but pedestrian travel. The development of a well-marked bicycle lane or
multipurpose trail needs to be developed which routes traffic around the
center and connects all of the Priority 1 Trails.
The Ring Trail should parallel Oviatt Street on the east, turn west on College
Street which becomes Prospect Street running east-west. The Ring Trail
intersects Brandywine Trail, which forms the western edge of the northsouth Ring Trail. The connection between the Ring Trail to the Spine Trail
and Village South Development will be over an engineered structure.
Due to the rail corridor, the Ring Trail is not a complete loop. It will, however,
still link the framework trails together.
Boston Mills Trail - Boston Mills Park contains a small parking area, picnic
tables and hiking trail down to the lake edge. The recent development of the
Executive Parkway may provide the opportunity to link the development to
Boston Mills Park in a walking loop. Additionally, this trail could also link
into the Mud Brook Trail. A safe passage should also be developed along
Boston Mills Road from the park, east to Lake Forest Drive to allow the
neighborhood access to the trails to the west.
Twinsburg/Streetsboro/Stow Cooperation - The movement of people throughout the area does not stop at the city limits. To create a network of trails, a
cooperative arrangement needs to be developed with surrounding communities. Neighborhood connections and links into Tinkers Creek State Park
and Silver Springs Parks should be viewed as an integral part of the Hudson
Trail Network. The link from Oak Grove Park south into Stow will bring those
neighborhoods on both sides of the city limits into Hudson and vice versa.
The extension of Barlow Trail east on Cackler Road and the Ravenna Trail
east into Streetsboro, enlarge the service area and also provide a long loop
trail for running or bicycle exercise.
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THE GUIDELINES
The “Hudson Parks Master Plan” is an overall framework for the parks system
and recognizes that its development will occur over time. The design guidelines ensure that each improvement made to an existing facility or new acquisition, contributes to the creation of a cohesive system of parks and trails
serving all residents. These guidelines should also be included within “request
for proposals” for all open space projects within the City of Hudson. Ultimately, these guidelines will serve as the basis for evaluating all future park
plans

Accessibility Guidelines
An important aspect of a quality park system is how well it serves all of its
constituents. The HPB has a responsibility, both morally and legally, to
provide a level of accessibility to parks and programs for individuals with
varying levels of ability. However, there are no requirements within the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 (ADA) that mandate any spatial requirements relative to the size of any particular type of park and recreation
facility.
ADA Requirements - In accordance with the ADA, all facilities shall be
accessible to the physically challenged, with appropriate parking provided. Ramped access shall be provided to some park structures and
features, and special wheelchair access shall be provided to picnic
tables and drinking fountains. The length and width of ramps, allowable slopes, and handrail requirements shall be as specified by the
ADA.
Standard ADA parking shall be two eight-foot spaces sharing a fivefoot passageway or aisle with curb ramp (as needed). Van accessible
spaces shall be ten feet wide with a ten-foot passageway or aisle,
with curb ramp (as needed). The number of each to be provided shall
be in accordance with ADA guidelines.
Play Area Accessibility Guidelines - Under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Federal Access Board recently published proposed accessibility design guidelines for public playgrounds. The
public has given the board their comments. After review of these comments, the board is expected to make changes as necessary and
publish the final guidelines by the end of 1999. These guidelines will
become the standard of practice and the legal basis for determining
compliance with the ADA. Only new or altered play areas will be
affected.
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The proposed guidelines require looking at the play areas as a collection of individual play components to determine the minimum amount
required to be accessible. Minimum requirements are based on the
number of ground level and elevated play components provided.
Access to ground level components is required to at least one of each
type of equipment provided and in a number equal to at least one-half
of the number of elevated play components provided. An accessible
surface to each component is required.
Access to at least 50 percent of the elevated play components is
required. Access by way of a transfer system is acceptable when
less than 20 elevated play components are provided. If 20 or more
are provided, then a ramp is required to at least 25 percent of the
components.
A simple chart can be used to show minimum accessibility requirements:
Total number of
elevated play
components
provided throughout a play area for
each age group

For
Example:

For
Example:

Number of
accessible
ground level play
components
required

Minimum
percentage
required to be
accessible by
transfer system
or ramp

Minimum
percentage
required to be
accessible by
ramp

1-19

50%

50%

None

12

6

6

0

20 plus

50%

25%

25%

20

10

5

5

Accessibility for Trail Users with Disabilities - Not all trail types are
easily adaptable to a level of accessibility that will accommodate all
disabilities. When attempting to make a trail “accessible,” standards
suitable for use by those in wheelchairs are generally used. If a trail
can achieve conditions suitable for wheelchair travel, it can generally
accommodate a wide range of physically challenged users including
the elderly.
Though it is certainly desirable to make as much of a trail accessible,
some portions are more easily adapted than others are. Hard surfaced multiuse paths and walking paths are most easily adaptable,
while hiking paths typically provide a natural, more rugged experience
and are harder to adapt.
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The level of accessibility should increase as the trail network moves
closer to the village center. The following are some general guidelines
that can be applied to walking paths and multiuse paths to bring them
up to a level of accessibility suitable for wheelchair use.
Grade - Trail grade should generally range under 5 percent, with the
ideal situation providing for no grades greater than 3 percent. Entrances to facilities should have a smooth transition in grade. A grade
up to 8 percent is acceptable for short distances of less than 20 feet.
Long climbs between 5 percent and 8 percent should be broken up
with level areas measuring at least 5 feet in length. These level areas
provide the opportunity for the user to stop and rest. Slopes greater
than 5 percent are considered ramps and should be provided with
handrails modified for wheelchair use.
The grade across pathways is recommended to be no more than 2
percent.
Width - Optimally, accessible paths should measure 5 feet wide, and
should never measure less than 3 feet. Paths measuring less than 5
feet across should be widened to 5 feet at least every 100 feet to
enable passing. Generally, 5 feet is required for two-way traffic.
Travel Surface - The pathway travel surface treatment should be firm,
smooth, stable and slip-resistant. Asphalt paving is ideal although
wooden boardwalks are also acceptable. Elevation changes along
accessible paths (caused by changes in materials, the warping of
wooden boards, curbs cuts, etc.) should be avoided. The surface of
all travel areas (e.g. walks, ramps, stairs, boardwalks, and rest areas)
should be well drained and free of water trapping depressions and
meet ADA requirements.
Path Edges - Path edges with adjacent drops should be adequately
protected by a curb, a protective wall, or a railing, depending upon the
need defined by the specific situation.
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Planting Material Guidelines
The rural and small-town character associated with the City of Hudson is
reinforced by the use of plant material. The old village is dominated by the
use of a geometric street pattern reinforced by formalized plantings of
street trees. The edges of town where historically agricultural and dominated by random stands of trees and open fields. The HPB has become a
major landholder in the community, and through thoughtful use of plant
materials these holdings can help reinforce the historic landscape.
Village Parks and Trail Planting - The Village Green has set a tone for
park land development within the confines of the old village. Future
development within a mile radius of the village center should:
•

Continue the use of shade trees, rolling lawns and annual flowers
to maintain the manicured appearance of the parks

•

Replace or introduce street trees that reinforce the street edge as
new parks and trails are developed

•

Trees with high canopies should be used throughout the downtown area to reduce exposed pavement and lower summer temperatures.

Township Parks and Trails Planting - Throughout history, Hudson has
been dominated by wetlands. Agricultural fields were cleared where
possible and over time areas were drained. Parks and trails in these
outlying areas should:
•

Promote informal planting patterns of primarily native vegetation;

•

Eradicate invasive and noxious species;

•

Introduce random clusters of trees where cleared agricultural land
is becoming park land;

•

Introduce vegetation to prevent erosion from sources within the
parks and mitigate outside sources affecting them; and

•

Specify plant species that contribute to surrounding wildlife habitat.
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Lighting Guidelines
Trail Lighting - In general, lighting trails is not recommended because
of the equipment, operating and maintenance costs. Lighting may
also disturb natural habitats and cause negative environmental impacts. It may encourage night use that may in turn disturb adjacent
landowners.
•

When lighting has been provided through a high-profile area, it
should be adequate, consistent and operate all night.

•

Where lighting is not provided and night use is anticipated, signs
should indicate alternate routes and warn users that the trail is
not lit.

Park Lighting - Lighting the park is generally not recommended because of the equipment, operating and maintenance costs. Lighting
may also disturb natural habitats and cause negative environmental
impacts. It encourages night use that may in turn disturb adjacent
landowners.
•

When lighting has been provided at a night use area, it should be
adequate, consistent and operate only as long as activities require.

•

Parking areas and buildings should be illuminated with an average of 5 lux. The uniformity ratio should be 6:1.

•

Lighting of sport fields should be dealt with on a case-by-case
basis and follow nationally accepted recreational standards.

Furnishings Guidelines
Furnishings should be carefully selected to set a high quality for the parks.
A consistent palette of materials should be used throughout the parks and
trail corridors to create memorable places associated with Hudson parks.
The furnishing to be specified include seating, bollards, decorative fencing, and backstops/dugouts.
Seating - The park furnishings at Hudson parks are often assembled
out of manufactured pieces. For image and park identity, a system of
labeling the pieces should be established. Branding or an applied logo
are two options.
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Trash Receptacles - The trash receptacles should be located out in
the open where foot traffic is highest. The bins should be of a uniform
color (yellow) and identified with a “Hudson Park” logo.
Bollards - Bollards are used to prohibit non-maintenance vehicles from
entering pedestrian or play dominated areas. Hudson parks currently
use the post and chain system. Two gray wood posts are sunk into
the ground with a galvanized metal chain looped between them. To
date, this system has been successful and its practice should continued into the future.
Traffic control within the parks is maintained with a metal swing gate.
These gates are easy to maintain and their use should be continued.
Decorative Fencing - The HPB currently uses a gray split rail fence to
mark park easements and entries. This fencing maintains the rural
informal nature of Hudson and should continue to be used in the future. When a park is developed in the town center, the rail detail may
need to be examined for architectural compatibility. The new railing
should reference the existing system and be developed in a related
vocabulary.
Back Stops / Dug Outs - Active use park equipment and structures
should follow the design and construction standards established at
Barlow Farm Park. Uniformity amongst these elements will increase
maintenance efficiency while reducing costs.

Signage Guidelines
Hudson’s park system is an institution within the city and is reflective of
the community’s commitment to open space, recreation and preservation.
The signage program begins at the city limits and acts as a guide by
clearly marking destinations and directing visitors to them. The goals of
the signage system should include identification, way finding, image, durability, and continuity. The signage system will be consistent for all of the
parks and trails throughout the community.
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The use of a simple palette of lasting materials, and a standard typeface
and coordinated type sizes will create unified system without burdening
the parks department. All new signs should follow existing sign format of a
brown background and yellow type face.
Monument Signs - Hudson parks have established a monument type
sign to identify each park. This carved wood sign with yellow letters
has an admirable history of endurance from both the weather and
vandals. This existing signage style should remain and continue to be
used in the future.
Directional Signs - A welcoming park system is one where everyone
understands where they are and where they are going. Within the
parks or along the trails, directional signs will identify available park
facilities, sites of historic and cultural significance, and community
wide destinations.
Informational Signs - A coordinated signage system will provide adequate direction without cluttering up the beauty of the natural surroundings. Informational signs are used for identifying vehicular and
bicycle speed, parking and other intersystem data. Traffic signs within
a park would all be included in this group.
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TRAIL GUIDELINES
General Considerations
Potential Users - Trails system design must be based on the characteristics and preferences of all potential users. Analysis of the survey
material and public input, indicates that potential users of the Hudson
Trail Network will include, pedestrian, bicycle and in-line skating enthusiasts. In many cases, all of these users will need to be accommodated on the same system regardless of level of demand. The level of
use can further define users in each of these categories: leisure, distance, exercise.
Leisure - Leisure represents a wide range of recreational interests
including motives such as relaxation, socializing, exploring, making
contact with nature, walking the dog, and visiting neighbors or nature
areas. People of all ages, abilities and backgrounds pursue these
activities.
Distance - The community and regional connectivity of the Hudson
Trail Network will permit the use of the trails for commuting, touring,
and excursions. This level of use attracts an elite group of participants
who appreciate challenges and may be less patient with other trail
users. These users place demands on the system that may only be
accommodated with additional features like additional width and passing lanes.
Exercise - Although the motive differs, exercise users have more in
common with distance users than with those participants out for a
leisurely stroll. They are accomplishment oriented, and enjoy the trail
at a greater speed and over longer distances.
Parameters - Careful consideration should be given to the physical,
aesthetic and environmental requirements for each trail type. The
proper balance of these requirements ensures an attractive trail with a
suitable level of both comfort and safety.

Profile of a Basic Trail
Trail design options show the basic physical components that make up the
user zone. The following characteristics need to be addressed.
Travel Width - The Travel width refers to the horizontal dimension of
the trail travel surface. This distance changes with use and it is important to provide adequate space for comfortable and safe movement.
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Travel Surface - The hard surfaced portion of the trail right-of-way are
typically sloped or crowned to shed water. Surface options include
asphalt, compacted stone dust, packed earth, boardwalk, and natural
terrain depending on the trail’s intended use and setting.
Clearing - The clearing refers to the dimension measured across the
trail from which all obstructions are removed so that movement along
the trail is not obstructed. The clearing width should include a cleared
area or fall zone beyond the travel surface for safety.
Clearing Height - The clearing height refers to the vertical dimension
which must be cleared of all tree branches, signs and other obstructions that would otherwise obstruct movement along the trail.
Drainage - Provision of methods to manage excessive water runoff
(ditch, dip, culvert, catch basin, french drain, etc.)

Trail Surface Treatments
Packed Earth - Packed earth is the most common type of off-road trail
in the Hudson system. These trails are created and maintained by
clearing a swath of ground of plant material, tree roots and grading to
a level base. However, These trails are susceptible to erosion from
overuse, so preventing these conditions is a constant concern. Water
must be diverted from the trail surface by sloped surfaces or the use of
water bars. Standing water can cause the trail and surrounding areas
to become damaged.
Stone dust - Stone dust trails are compatible to many situations. They
must be sloped to provide drainage, but can absorb some runoff. They
can be stabilized with calcium chloride to prevent erosion and create
a hardened surface. Stone dust should not be used on heavily used
trails where slopes are greater than ten percent. The maintenance is
minimal, generally involving regrading and filling of potholes.
Asphalt - Asphalt trails are most suitable for intense high traffic areas,
and has a life span of approximately eight to ten years. It requires a
subbase of compacted granular material. Asphalt trails must be crosssloped a minimum of two percent to allow for drainage. Asphalt should
be used on heavily used trails were slopes are greater than ten percent to prevent erosion. Drainage swales are required next to asphalt
trails.
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Boardwalk - Boardwalks are most suitable for wet areas and sensitive
areas where they are needed to contain traffic. They should be constructed above high water level on secure footings set below the frost
line. The average life span of a wooden boardwalk is more than 20
years. The life span of a boardwalk constructed of man-made materials (e.g., recycled wood and plastic) is believed to be longer, but this
has yet to be determined in the field. Vandalized, broken, rotting or
otherwise damaged handrails and decking should be replaced immediately. Handrails should be securely attached and all fasteners tight.
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MAINTENANCE GUIDELINES
Management priorities are determined through the process of understanding
the linkage between trail and park needs, user groups, and management objectives. Out of this process should come policies to determine levels of maintenance. A general breakdown of maintenance levels follows:

Levels of Maintenance
Level 1 - Maintenance aimed primarily at protecting the trail from serious deterioration and providing for user safety (e.g., removing storm
damage, repairing washouts, maintaining building, bridges and warning signs.)
Level 2 - Maintenance aimed primarily at preserving the trail and park
investment and environmental quality (e.g., patching grass fields and
trails, repairing directional signage.)
Level 3 - Maintenance aimed at user comfort. Involves Level 1 and 2,
as well as more tasks (e.g., repairing vandalized furniture and interpretive signage, landscape maintenance.)

Maintenance Plan
Maintenance Responsibilities - The merger of Hudson Village and the
township has left several departments responsible for the city’s open
space. The Village Green and Green Extension are serviced by the
Public Works Department. The Hudson Parks Department maintains
all of the parks. This includes Wildlife Park in Boston Mills and Stow –
Middleton Park, which is owned by the school district.
Maintenance Operations - Budgets for maintenance have varied from
year to year, as reflected in major improvement demands. Current
budgets are considered adequate to meet a standeard level of maintenance. As a trails system is developed, greater maintenance demands
will be placed on the HPB and Public Works Departments, and their
budgets and staff levels will need to be reexamined.
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MAINTENANCE PROGRAM
The first step in any program that would allow the maintenance department to
be involved in setting and prioritizing an operating budget. Additionally the department may need an adequate system for reviewing maintenance tasks.
The focus of the maintenance program should:

•

Provide for timely decision and be proactive to demands as opposed to
reactive.

•

Provide a precise chain-of-command for work assignments, work orders
and work requests. This clarification should be made within the Department the Board, and the City of Hudson.

•

Provide goals and objectives for all areas of city maintenance establishing
desired and acceptable quality levels of maintenance. Structure and maintenance program muyst be developed to meet these expectations.

•

Provide training in new maintenance methods and provide new equipmenT
and the necessary training to employees and volunteers.

•

Standardize mechanical/electrical equipment and parts, as well as park
furniture and other amenities for ease of maintenance, reduction of parts
inventory, and especially, time saving. Buy smart, not necessarily cheap!

•

Provide a close liaison with park users so as to anticipate their desires
and be able to plan for any program expansion.

Maintenance Tasks
Dead Trees - Trails and parks should be regularly inspected for dead
or dying trees that may pose a hazard to users. Crews are not always
required to remove entire trees or trunk from the site. Tree trunks and
branches may be scattered throughout wooded or naturalized areas.
This material is often home to wildlife, so it is ecologically advantageous not to remove it totally. In addition, this practice will provide
modest cost savings. In areas where there is maintained turf, it will be
necessary to dispose of limbs off-site. Inspect for potentially hazardous trees at least two times per year, preferably in the spring and fall.
Mowing and Naturalization - Trail cutting varies depending on the management objectives of the responsible department and local growing
conditions. In most cases, the minimum requirements under local
bylaws are two cuttings per year for the control of noxious weeds.
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A mown edge is usually maintained on both sides of trails, except
through forested areas. The edge is cut frequently to prevent the
encroachment of plant material onto the trail surface or road shoulder,
to retain sight distances, and to provide an operating safety margin.
The mown edge is usually a minimum of 2 feet wide, but can extend to
approximately 6 feet.
Mowing of park lawn areas should be done on a weekly basis during
the spring and fall growth periods. During the summer when growth
slows mowing can occur on an as needed basis.
Litter Removal - Perhaps one of the most distressing tasks in maintenance is collecting the increasing amount of litter in open spaces and
along trails. While the task of collecting litter is usually a municipal
responsibility, in recent years, it has become common practice to
encourage citizen groups to assist in litter control and vegetation management. “Adopt-A-Trail” and “Adopt-A-Park” programs are becoming
popular activities involving community groups and corporate sponsors.
Litter is also actively controlled by conscientious efforts of users. Litter awareness is included in the “Code of Ethics” of most hiking and
cycling groups.
Leaf Raking - The task of collecting fallen leaves where required in
public areas is usually the responsibility of the municipality. For many
trail users fallen leaves do not pose a hazard. However, to cyclists
and in-line skaters, piles of wet leaves present a serious obstacle
when encountered on trails or roadway gutters. It is difficult for cyclists and in-line skaters to stop on leaves and falls can occur. Leaves
also camouflage potholes, debris and drainage inlets. It is recommended that excessive fallen leaves be removed from the traveled
portions of trails and roads as soon as possible to prevent accidents.
Local programs and policies of leaf recycling can provide direction in
this endeavor.
Herbicide and Insecticide Application - The use of chemical applications may be used if infestations are deemed to be a health or safety
hazard or disruptive to the comfort and well being of the public. When
these programs are used they must be practiced in the least invasive,
environmentally best practices techniques should be applied.
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RECREATIONAL PROGRAM OPTIONS
The definition of recreation can include all activities which promote environmental stewardship through recreation and education. Hudson parks have long
provided passive recreation for the community and many of the facilities for the
organized recreational programs. Currently, the Hudson School District is responsible for administering the recreation programs and coordinating with outside entities to provide team sports including little league baseball and softball. The survey shows strong support for this relationship to continue. However there are recreational activities which could be offered through the parks
that would reinforce the mission of the parks and capitalize the land holdings.
Many of these activities can be organized and run by volunteers and through
cooperative agreements with interested clubs. One example might be a cooperative effort between the Hudson Garden Club and the HPB. The Garden Club
has been around for 60 years and plays an important role in the community. A
joint program between the two could introduce innovative recreational activities
for Hudson residents such as community gardens, team gardening and wildlife-attracting gardens. These activities would also add a new dimension to the
parks landscape.
The natural diversity of many of the park lands makes certain activities particularly appropriate to them. Hubs of interest may also dictate park location for
certain activities. However, compatibility of existing activities and the natural
systems at the location must be the guiding factor when developing new activities.
Hudson Springs Park - is large enough to accommodate many activities
especially ones where access to equipment is necessary. Hudson Springs
currently has staff at the park during many of the open hours. However, if
any activities are added, additional paid or volunteer staff will need to be
added. Activities could include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canoe safety classes & club
Fishing classes & Club
Horseshoes – pleasure and competitive
Archery Club (towards Turnpike)
Cross Country Skiing
Roller Blading on the turnpike trail could originate at the HSP parking
lot with rental equipment and lessons available.
Naturalist lead walking tours / self guided tours
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Cascade Park - is suitable for many organized activities; however, it is
also suitable for naturalist lead walking tours, Hydrology (creek) Studies,
Geology Club
Doc’s Woods - Naturalist lead walking tours, bird watching, wetland
ecology
Darrow Park - Rugby – local leagues, naturalist lead walking tours /
self-guided tours
Trumbull Woods - Birding
Colony Park - Bicycle club
Ellsworth Meadows - Junior Golf
Oak Grove Park - Jaycees Haunted House
Barlow Farm Park - As the center of active use parks, the activities at
Barlow Farm Park could share the responsibility for meeting recreational
needs with Hudson Springs Park. This will be especially true if Barlow
Farm Park has an attendant present during heavy use periods. This would
allow equipment rentals, lessons and some supervision. Activities could
include:
•
•
•

Horseshoes – pleasure and competitive
Archery Club
Roller Blading - with rental equipment and lessons available. Also roller
blade hockey on paved parking surfaces.

Hudson Park Board–City of Hudson

43

The Guidelines

VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS
Hudson has a history of an involved citizenry, and the park system will benefit
from programs that are structured to encourage residents to volunteer. The
Recreational Needs Assessment Survey conducted with this parks planning
effort found that 76% of all adult respondents listed service and volunteer activities as having the highest priority for park activities. Similarly, the youth survey indicated a desire to help in the planning or organizing activities. Volunteers could contribute time, energy, and enthusiasm that will help the Hudson
Parks accomplish its mission.
The first step in developing a volunteer program within the park system is to
carefully define the project goals and objectives so that the program is mutually beneficial to the parks and the volunteers. An important guide for establishing the program can be found at the National Park Service web page on
volunteer management www.nps.gov. This guide includes an outline for setting
up a program and administering it. They list the keys to a successful program
which include:

Assessing the Needs
The objective of this phase is to determine how volunteers can help you
and what type of volunteer skills you will need.
Determining your Volunteer Resources - The types of the resources
available to you in the Hudson area must also be considered when
considering the volunteer pool available for you to meet your needs.
This will also give you a good idea of the types of skills and education
you might have to recruit from outside of the immediate area.
Developing Job Descriptions - From the insight gathered in the first
two steps, job descriptions must be developed for each task identified. These descriptions should include the specific job, working conditions, knowledge, training, and supervision and time commitment.
Each description should include the level of administrative time and
effort required to determine the real cost and time benefit of the volunteer activity.
The NPS guide has been utilized by many different volunteer organizations, but is especially helpful in the area of parks and recreation.
The web site also includes the lengthy “Volunteer in Parks Guidelines”.
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Park districts throughout the United States have many different volunteer programs ranging from site specific to basic needs. Below are a
list of many of the positions available that might be beneficial to the
Hudson Parks:

Individual Volunteer Activities
Special Events Crews - Special events crews would have no regular
schedule. Their responsibilities could include set-up and take- down
at special events, or assisting with activities such as hay rides or
painting faces.
Recreation Aids - Recreation aids would assist with the presentation
of recreation programs as instructors, equipment monitors, and referee.
Trail Watchers - Trail watchers would use the parks or the trails to
educate the public on the natural surrounding, trail maintenance, and
trail courtesy. They also perform bicycle repair, administer first aid
and go for help as needed.
Artists - Artist would help prepare brochures, fliers, and publications
Biological Monitoring Assistants - Biological monitoring assistants
would monitor the status of plants and animals within the parks and
contribute to an inventory and tracking program.

Group Volunteer Service Activities
Group Service Projects - Groups can undertake many of the activities
listed in the individual volunteer activities, however there are many
efforts where an organized, monitored group effort is most successful.
Park clean up and invasive plant material removal are two examples of
such projects. Group service projects normally occur in spring and
fall. Group leaders are responsible for the safety and leadership of
group members. Groups must provide a minimum of 1:10 ratio of leaders to group members.
Scouting Award Projects - The HPB could participate with the scouting organizations to assist the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts or other youth
working on their Eagle Scout Award, Gold Award or similar project.
These types of programs are a good way to invest park ownership with
the area’s youth.
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Adopt Programs
The idea of allowing some degree of ownership and responsibility is a
popular method for encouraging volunteering in the parks. Through the
adopt-a-park, tree, or garden program, individuals or groups are linked with
specific places in the parks which increase the quality and image of the
entire park system.
The Adopt-a-Park - The Adopt-a-Park programs are established as a
means of encouraging community groups or people in a park neighborhood to assume some responsibilities for their adopted park. These
groups are able to maintain and program parks above the level that the
HPB is able to achieve on its own. Adopted parks build community
support and often become the focal point of neighborhood activities
An Adopt-a-Tree - An Adopt-a-Tree program is one way for the parks
department to have additional help maintaining its tree population.
Most often, a tree is adopted by individuals, families, church groups or
service organizations, and involves watering the tree, spreading mulch,
or keeping an eye open for vandalism or disease. The location of special tree can be keep between the parks department and the adopter
so as not to draw undue attention to it.
Adopt-a-Garden - Adopt-a-Garden is one way for the parks to have
special annual or perennial gardens that might normally be outside of
the usual operating budget. A landscape plan should be developed for
each park where this program is available so that continuity and visual
compatibility are maintained. This program might offer a cooperative
opportunity for the HPB and the Hudson Garden Club or local nursery.
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SECURITY GUIDELINES
The perception of the Hudson parks is that they are very safe. This is the
conclusion of the 1999 community-wide survey conducted as a part of this
master planning process. A very high percentage of the population feel safe in
the parks. To insure that this trend continues as the population of Hudson
expands, a few simple precautionary measures should be adopted to insure
personal security. Personal security refers to park and trail users’ security and
feelings of security and vulnerability.

Park and Trail Security
Park visitors need to be visible to others in order to feel secure.
Park and trail users need to know how to find and obtain help. Trails should
provide signage that lets users know where they are and where help can
be obtained.
Trails need to be aligned to avoid placement close to areas that can be
utilized as hiding places.
Parks areas for playgrounds, parking, social gatherings and associated
circulation must be designed to eliminate areas that can be used for hiding.
Signs at the entrances to routes through isolated areas should indicate
the area is isolated and suggest alternate routes.
Shrubs and trees should be pruned to maintain sight lines and to ensure
that lighting fixtures and signs are not obscured.

Security Responsibilities
The Hudson Police Department provides security for the Hudson parks
within the city limits. Wildlife Park is located in the Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area and an agreement has been made that the National
Park Service Police will patrol the area. Park and trail security is also an
undefined task of all maintenance personnel.
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Security Program Options
Options for improved security could include:

•

The provision of call-stations in all the parks so that users can report
disturbances and vandalism.

•

The placement of park program assistants in some parks during heavy
summer use could also provide additional park security.

•

The posting of definite rules and regulations for the parts pertaining to
noise, dogs, alcoholic beverages, drugs, smoking, field use, parking,
swimming, fishing, etc., which can then be enforced by police action
if necessary.

•

The provision of a police “ranger” used for park surveillance only could
be an added benefit to patron security. This action is not needed now,
but would be a last resort if vandalism increased significantly deeming
the use of a ranger would be cost effective.

•

Improve the physical aspects of security – e.g. provide adequate lighting in areas where vandalism would be most prevalent and where the
highest dollar values are at risk. Do not create a sense of false security by lighting areas where there is no surveillance; and prune and
thin landscape understudy to allow for better surveillance.
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FUNDING ALTERNATIVES FOR PARKS AND TRAILS
Since 1957, Hudson’s parks have grown through land donations and acquisitions funded with the proceeds of tax levies approved by local residents. There
has been broad support for the parks in the past, however alternate methods of
funding need to be investigated. The “Recreational Needs Assessment Survey,” which was a part of this planning study, indicated that the public would
like to explore alternative methods of funding. The survey discussed funding
techniques in two different sections. The first section addressed future needs,
and ranked the popularity of activities that may be required in the future, and
the second focused specifically on funding options for recreation. In the future
needs section, the six highest ranking needs were all associated with trails,
linkages and wildlife corridors, with 68% of respondents indicating that taxes
would be the best way to fund them. On the question of funding public recreation, the respondents indicated that user fees and corporate sponsorship are
the two most desirable funding mechanisms, with taxes being the least popular.
A number of non-tax based approaches can be used to partially fund Hudson
Park and Trail Projects. The following represent those most applicable to
Hudson Parks:
User Fees
URS favors continuation and expansion of user fees in that they equitably
distribute the cost of facilities operations and special maintenance among
those who regularly use them.
While the city fulfills its commitment providing parks and open spaces for
passive recreation. The additional costs attributable to specific active use
facilities can, in part, be supported by user fees.
To establish an equitable basis for calculating and allocating user fees to
specific park facilities, URS recommends that the City perform an audit of
actual operating and maintenance expenses, by area or activity center.
Park Patron Programs
Park patron programs are a preferred method of increasing park revenues
on a voluntary basis. These programs require marketing efforts to encourage the purchase of annual “special benefit” permits for the park system.
There are several benefit packages of services which can be provided to
patrons who purchase a special benefit pass, including reserved parking
for special events, and discounted pricing on merchandise and programs
from both the parks and selected businesses in the community.
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Additional benefits can include:
•

Maps and information on all parks

•

Early-bird reservation at golf, canoe rental, etc…

•

Discounts on equipment rental, horseshoes, etc…

•

Tag or decal showing your support of the park system

•

Discounts and/or gift certificates at local participating stores like,
-- Sporting goods stores,
-- Nurseries,
-- Camera shops,
-- Pet supplies stores (bird feeders and food)

•

Discounts through cooperative park systems or recreational providers, including:
-- ski areas,
-- community pools,
-- golf courses,
-- riding clubs, and
-- historical societies

Corporate Support
Hudson Parks has the opportunity to benefit from corporate support in
essentially three ways; by seeking corporate sponsorship of specific events
or programs offered at park facilities, by contributing to the construction of
new park facilities such as pavilions and by participating, either directly or
indirectly in the development of new park resources.
Corporate sponsorship of events provide an opportunity for members of the
community to participate on traditional sports teams, including baseball
and softball played at Hudson Parks facilities and should continue to be
encouraged. There are, however, additional opportunities to expose and
involve the community in events and activities not before associated with
the park system. Less traditional events could include local business or
corporate sponsorship of:
-

Fishing days (fun fishing competition at Hudson Springs Park)
Special event fireworks displays
Fun runs and 10K or mini marathons
Historic automobile shows
Other “single event” activities in Hudson parks

To promote such events, the administrative staff of Hudson Parks should
establish a formal outreach program to both identify and inform local business interests regarding the opportunities and benefits of event sponsorship. In addition to identifying sponsorship candidates, the outreach pro-
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gram should develop a parks information package – essentially a marketing brochure describing the attributes of the park system and its component parks and trails which also describes specific opportunities for participation.
The second avenue for support involves gifting specific park facilities in
exchange for permanent naming rights. Typically, structures or improvements would enhance the visitor experience in existing parks and could
include such additions as pavilions, ice skating facilities and sports play
fields. As with corporate sponsorship of events, promotion of gifting and
naming rights opportunities should be accompanied by outreach programs
under the direction of Hudson Parks’ staff.
The third form of corporate support involves cooperative efforts between
businesses that are either locating or expanding existing operations in
Hudson, The City of Hudson, and Hudson Parks. Collaboration between
public and private partners can lead to the creation of new parks and trails
adjacent to or integrated with new commercial development. Typically,
new park or open space development of this nature is provided as a marketable amenity for company employees but can also remain open to the
public in well defined situations. Often, land devoted to such uses is offered as a form of land in lieu of developer fees, and is developed and
maintained by the local parks entity. In Northeastern Ohio, the collaboration between Mayfield Village and Progressive Insurance resulted in significant park system enhancements for the Village.
In a land swap between Progressive and the Village, Progressive secured
a preferred site for their corporate headquarters, and the village secured 24
acres adjacent to existing facilities which was developed as a an interpretive wetland park and trail system which in turn provides a passive recreational resource for Village residents and Progressive employees. The
park also enhances the capacity of the storm water detention system
serving both progressive and village uses between I – 271 and SOM Center road.
Legacy Gifts
Legacy gifts to the Hudson parks provide an opportunity for individuals and
groups to conserve and preserve the area’s natural resources. Legacy
gifts are a meaningful way to honor loved ones or celebrate special events.
Gifts could be made in any dollar amount and directed towards the purchase of additional park lands, improvements to a specific park of the
givers choice, or directed towards donation projects, including tree stands,
wildlife plantings, and benches. With such donation projects, the selection and location of new plant material or furniture would be determined by
the HPB to ensure compatibility with location, climate and soil conditions
as well as compliance with the Master Plan. Certain gifts such as inscribed benches, named pavilions or groves would require specific mini-
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mum donations.
Program Endowments
The City and Hudson Parks should also encourage creation of endowments to help fund separate, longer range programs related to the following:
Protection and Renovation of Native Species - Over time, this fund,
directed at the preservation and restoration of streams, wetlands and
upland forests, will help restore a portion of Hudson to the beauty that
greeted the area’s first settlers in the 19th Century. The fund would
also help create habitat for wildlife threatened by continuing suburban
development. A restoration/preservation priority list could be developed
with the land conservancy to ensure a joint effort with maximum benefit.
Recreational Fishing Programs - A fund supporting recreational fishing
for Hudson residents would augment fish stocking efforts underway
by the park department at Hudson Spring Park or future ponds, purchase equipment for youth fishing programs and assist with access
improvement to fishing areas.
Parks Maintenance - This fund would ensure the maintenance and
safety of the parks into the future.
Community-Wide Golf Programs - A fund supporting community-wide
golf programs could potentially provide funding for benches, pavilions,
equipment for youth golf, and other recognition elements such as dedicated holes and descriptive signage at the Ellsworth Meadows golf
course.
Land Acquisition through Dedication
Hudson may require developers to offer land to the city for parks and recreation or to dedicate environmentally significant areas as permanent open
space.
Land parcels of sufficient size that are suitable for recreational development should be accepted by the city for park use.
Parcels which are marginal, e.g. too small and of no environmental significance, such as boulevard entrances, or the unbuildable ravine land portions of cluster developments should only be accepted as a permanent
open space or conservation easements. The ownership and maintenance
responsibility should be left with the developer or home owners association.
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The acceptance of fees for recreational land in lieu of property dedication
should be evaluated to assure that fair market values are realized. These
funds should be accumulated to either buy larger parcels which are more
desirable, or help pay off debts on lands that were previously purchased.

Developer Impact Fees
Reasonable impact fees can be assessed to developers to establish recreational land set-asides or fees-in-lieu of land, based on area or density of
development.
It is logical to expect a new development to provide or pay its fair share for
new recreational facilities. Impact fees, however, cannot be used to make
up city-wide recreational land or program deficits that existed prior to the
approval of new development.
The City should establish legislation that mandates the acceptance of
both land and fees-in-lieu of land for parks and open space development.
Grants for Trails and Bike Paths
The Federal government and the State of Ohio offer a variety of programs
to assist municipalities plan, build and maintain openspace and trails. The
first step in seeking partial outside funding is for the Hudson parks to
develop a relationship with the governmental agencies that coordinate grants
and planning efforts in the area.
Trails in this Plan include a majority of the recommendations developed by the
Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS), which will make some
of them eligible for ODOT funding. AMATS is the organization certified by the
Ohio Department of Transportation to coordinate the development of the transportation plan elements for Summit and Portage County.
Under the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), the most
recent federal transportation budget bill, States are required to set aside at
least 10 percent of their Surface Transportation Program funds for enhancement projects. The program was designed to creatively integrate transportation facilities into their surrounding communities and the natural environment.
The largest federal funding source within TEA-21 is the Transportation Enhancement Program’s Bicycle/Pedestrian Program. This program helps preserve historic transportation sites, scenically enhance local roadways, and
add pedestrian and bicycle paths throughout Ohio.
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The Bicycle/Pedestrian Program
A statewide program through which a local jurisdiction or park district may
apply for funding. ODOT will provide up to 80 percent of the cost of construction or implementation of a project, with the remainder coming from
the local sponsor. These projects must have a direct relationship to the
surface transportation system, which includes highway, rail and public
transportation. The department encourages activities that enhance planned
transportation projects still to be completed.
The details of the program are presented below:
Funding/Applicants - The department provides $5 million of federal
funds annually for bicycle and pedestrian projects. The projects must
be sponsored by either ODOT, political subdivisions, state agencies
or park districts. The applicants are responsible for at least 20 percent of the construction and/or acquisition. Applicants are generally
accepted on a two-year cycle.
Eligible Activities - Funds pay for construction and right-of-way only if
the project is an acquisition project and not a construction project.
The applicant is responsible for all plan development, project planning, design, architecture and engineering costs. Required mitigation
is ineligible.
Categories
--

Paved Shoulders (Rural) - The portion of the roadway contiguous
with the portion of the roadway used for motorized vehicles. May
provide paving of the shoulder. The paved shoulder should provide a travel space of at least four feet.

--

Shared Signed Roadway - A shared roadway which has been
designated by signs as preferred route for bicycle use.

--

Bicycle Lanes (Urban) - A section of the outside travel lane of a
roadway, marked for the exclusive use of bicyclist.

--

Shared Use Path - A facility physically separated from motorize
vehicular traffic by an open space or barrier: includes rail-to-trail
conversions.

--

Pedestrian Facility - New or rehabilitated paved facility specifically designated for the use of the walking public.
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For this program, local communities, Park districts, citizen groups or private organizations may sponsor projects by coordinating with, and making applications to ODOT through their local government.
Applications for funding are available from Linda Bailiff Piar, ODOT administrator for the Office of Local Assistance, at (614) 752-4686. Annually,
applications are made available on February 15, and are due on June 15.
Information is also available from Joann Phillips, ODOT District 4 (330)
297-0801, and Ken Hansen, Director of AMATS, the Regional Metropolitan
Planning Organization (330) 375-2436.
Loans for Transportation Related Park & Trail Improvements
Ohio’s State Infrastructure Bank established a revolving loan program to
maximize the use of federal and state funds to make direct loans to
eligible projects. The intent is to enhance the number of transportation
projects that can be completed within the state that otherwise would not
be considered for traditional grant financing. Details of the program are
presented below.
Funding/Applicants - The State infrastructure Bank (SIB) was originally capitalized with $30 million of general revenue funds and also
has available to it up to 10 percent of ODOT’s Federal-aid Highway
funds. The availability of funds is dependent upon SIB activity and
loan repayments. The SIB may also issue bonds on behalf of the
borrower.
Qualified applicants include any public entity, including political subdivision, other state agencies, boards or commissions, regional transit boards, and port authorities. Private companies and non-profit
organizations are eligible but must have a local government sponsor.
Eligible Activities - Any highway or transit project eligible under the
Federal Title XXIII Highway Act is eligible for funding. Other transportation projects, including rail, aviation and other intermodal facilities
are also eligible. SIB funds may be used for final design, right of way
acquisition and construction.
Terms - The financing term will generally not extend past 10 years.
Interest Rate - The average interest rate is set 75 percent of the stated
prime rate. Factors considered when determining a rate include loan
term, amount, strength of cash flow coverage, economic distress factors and strength of security.
Evaluation Criteria - The following areas are evaluated to determine a
project’s eligibility: ability to repay the loan, management of the project,
need/public benefit, collateral and status of the project in relation to
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the construction startup.
Approval Process - Approval takes 60 to 90 days. Applications are
accepted throughout the year.
Contact
Program Manager – Erin Sexton, Administrator, State Infrastructure
Bank, Economic Development, (614) 644-7211 or (614) 644-7255.
Division of Real Estate & Land Management, 1952 Belcher Drive,
Building C-2 & C-4, Columbus Ohio 43224-1336; Phone 614-2656395; fax 614 267-2981 & 614-267-4764.
State Grants and Programs with ODNR
Several grants are administered through the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources. Those grants with the greatest applicability to the Hudson
Parks Department are administered by ODNR’s Division of Real Estate &
Land Management, 1952 Belcher Drive Building C-2 & C-4, Columbus, OH
43224-1386 (614) 265-6395.
The Division of Real Estate and Land Management (REALM) coordinates the
department’s master planning and participates in capital improvements (including NatureWorks projects), coordinates Ohio’s state trails network, serves
as an agent of the department in the buying, selling, and trading of real estate
for recreational opportunities and conservation, provides resource analysis
mapping, provides department-wide environmental review coordination, and
coordinates Lake Erie Coastal Management. The division also administers
the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund, the state NatureWorks grant
program, and the state Appalachian parks grant program. Specific Programs
include:
Recreational Trail Program
Hudson would be eligible for these state funds where up to 80% matching
grant money is available through the Department of Natural Resources for
the development of urban trail linkages, trail head and trailside facilities,
maintenance of trails, restoration of trail areas damaged by usage, improving access for people with disabilities, acquisition of easements and property, development/construction of new trails, purchase and lease of recreational trail construction and maintenance equipment, environment and
safety education programs related to trails. For more information contact
Bill Daehler, 614 265-6402.
Natureworks
This program is a reimbursement program, and requires a minimum 25%
local match. Grant money may be used for acquisition, development, or
rehabilitation of public park and recreation areas. The agency must have
proper control (title or at least a 15-year non-revocable lease) to be eligible
for the grant. Hudson would compete for funds with other agencies within
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Summit County. All projects must be completed within one and a half to
two years, and applications are due by July 1, of each year. The contact
person is Steve Kloss – Grants Administrator (614) 265-6408 or Mike Cook,
(614) 265-6405.

Outdoor Skills “Step Outside” Small Grants Eligibility
Designed to encourage the participation of organizations and youth groups
in outdoor activities, the Hudson Springs Park could use this fund to initiate a youth fishing program, and expand community interest in fishing.
Projects must involve hands-on training in the fishing education. Eligible
activities include family fishing days, National Fishing Week activities,
free fishing days, fishing instruction events for youth and adults. Funding
is a maximum of $500 per event with an annual two-event limit per organization. Grants are designed to help organizations fund the costs of a oneday hands-on instruction event.
Deadlines are on-going, but application and grant payment processes takes
60 days. Contact person is Dave Wilson, (614) 265-6322.
Wildlife Links
This program funds projects to analyze and monitor increases in bio-diversity on golf courses. All projects must address issues of direct management concern to the golf industry and should provide management recommendations applicable on at least a regional basis.
Other Programs
Two other funding programs are relevant to the overall mission of Hudson
Parks. They are:
Section 319 Non Point Source Program - Through this program the
OEPA, Division of Surface Water, requires a 40% match for projects
in areas with a watershed plan, to implement best management practices. There is a $300,000 maximum associated with each project.
Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) - All local subdivisions of government except school boards are eligible for up to 50%
reimbursement grants for outdoor recreation projects. Federal money
is administered by the state in cooperation with the National Park
Service. Because the status of this program is currently uncertain,
updated information should first be obtained from either Mike Cook
(614) 265-6405 or the Grants Coordinator (614) 265-6395.
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IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES
For the Hudson parks to reach both near term and longer team goals, a number of action steps must be taken. This section articulates these steps and
identifies them as either a Hudson Park Board (HPB) effort or as joint efforts
by the City of Hudson and the HPB. The implementation steps are divided into
Park Improvements, Park Trail Development, Park Land Acquisition, and City
Trail Development.
All improvements described in this section will require more detailed planning
and design analysis. Preliminary cost information for park and trail improvements is presented where conceptual stage analysis could be conducted
using data gathered during the master planning effort. No estimates were
provided where additional planning studies beyond the scope of this long range
plan are required or where uncertainties exist regarding project location, land
availability or inter-agency participation.

Park Improvements
Active Use Parks
Barlow Farm Park - Barlow Farm Park is the primary provider of
organized recreational facilities in the parks system and has the
highest priority for funding. Phase I, which constitutes the soccer
fields and limited trail development, has been completed. Phase
II and Phase II, programmed prior to the completion of this master plan,I will begin as soon as the funds become available.
Barlow Farm Park

Robinson Field- Robinson Field is the second highest priority for development of active use parks. This
park will require minimal clearing and grading, and
has the potential of supporting three soccer fields,
three ball fields, parking, new trails, preserved wetlands and a pavilion.

Robinson Field

A conceptual analysis of these improvements places
their cost at approximately $2,000,000.

Mixed Use Parks
Middleton Park - The only improvements contemplated at Middleton park involve the barn which is in poor condition. Mr. Vince,
the Master Plan team’s consulting historian, believes that this
barn has little to no historic value and could be removed. In the
near term, the most important action at Middleton Park is to address the barn issue.
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Witt Property - Much of the 100-acre Witt Property contains environmentally sensitive lands that are to be preserved. However,
the upper portion of the area could accommodate access off of
Farnham Way, a small parking area, and a neighborhood park or
small informal play area. Priority should be placed on delinating
environmentally sensitive land and developing conceptual plans
for the active portion of the site. A preliminary evaluation suggests that these improvements could be provided for approximately
$500,000.
Boyd Property - At present, the most significant action related to the Boyd property is to petition for a lower speed
limit along Middleton Road between the Boyd Property and
Trumbull Woods to enhance, for future users, the connection
between the two parks.

Limited Use Parks
Doc’s Woods - Doc’s Woods is an important nature preserve within
the park system. To capitalize on its potential to serve as an
environmental educational resource, priority recommendations
include building a trail along the northern boundary of the site and
constructing a viewing or “interpretive” platform while restricting
parking within the actual preserve.
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Park Land Acquisition
The City of Hudson has experienced significant growth in the past few
decades and could reach a population of 35,000 as early as 2010. To
maintain the current ratio of 55 acres to every 1,000 residents, an additional 275 acres for every 5,000 persons will need to be added with forecasted growth. The open space template outlined at the beginning of this
plan capitalizes on the natural beauty of Hudson’s streams, creeks and
wetlands. These same features weave connected greenway corridors
throughout the community and connect Hudson with the surrounding region. The greenways outlined in the diagram to the right provide a template to guide HPB acquisition for parks and trails.

‘Active Use’ Park - Acquisition

Greenway Corridors

Completion of a centralized system of “active use” parks will guide the
analysis of property to be added to the system. Properties should fall
near the area bounded to the east by Robinson Field, to the south, by
Oak Grove Park, to the West, by Ellsworth Meadows, and to the north
by the Town Center.
Those properties slated for ball field development should conform to
land characteristics deemed necessary for “active use” park land outlined in the park section of
the report.
In addition to the traditional
“active use” parks, a high
priority should be placed on
the creation of a park in the
village center associated
either with the new library
development or within the
Village South area. The
park is seen as a catalyst
for drawing diverse members of the community together to help maintain a
vital, relevant downtown.

Active Use Acquisition

Downtown Area
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Mixed Use Parks - Acquisition
The highest land acquisition priority for mixed use parks is to resolve
the future of Stow-Middleton Park. If the park is needed for Hudson
School District expansion, then new land must be acquired in the
area to replace it.
The second highest priority will be to address those areas that are
currently slated for residential development. District 6 is the largest
area still containing significant amounts of developable land. New
development, for which there is substantial demand, will tax an already burdened park system. Developers should aggressively be encouraged to work with the Hudson Park Board to establish “mixed
use” parks and connections within the new subdivisions and to the
larger trail system.
For Colony Park to provide the level of connectivity necessary for the
area, the Hudson School District property north of the Brewster and
Mayflower intersection needs to be obtained. This single lot is vacant
and is essential for the completion of the Colony Trail.

Limited Use Acquisition
The addition of “limited use” park lands by the HPB should be based
on the quality and connectivity of the environmentally sensitive areas.
The highest priority for land acquisition is the headwaters of Mud Brook.
Other high priority lands for “limited use” park land acquisition are the
northwest quadrant near Brandywine Creek adjacent to the Witt Property, and the southeast quadrant around Powers Brook, which would
build on the Doc’s Woods investment.
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Park Trail Development
Oak Grove Park Trail - There is an opportunity at Oak Grove Park to develop a non-vehicular connection through the park to the neighborhood to
the south, as a way to link the area to greater Hudson and south to Stow.
An existing gas pipeline easement runs north - south on the park’s western edge and may offer the opportunity to make this connection.
Darrow Road Park Trails - Darrow Road
Park is an important connector in the
“trail network”. To promote these connections, a short north-south trail
needs to be developed along the Route
91 corridor to provide safe passage
from Hines Hill Road to the Darrow Park
Trail.
The existing park land access to
Edgeview then needs to be marked and
a trail developed from it to the existing
park trail.
The trails developed on park land could
be built with limited outside help, however, the trail along 91 will require
assistance from the county and City of Hudson. The preliminary cost
estimate for the in-park trail segment is approximately $14,000.
Boyd Property Trail - The Boyd Property connects Hudson to the northeast. To promote this link, an access trail along the ravine needs to be
developed. The existing trail should be formalized and built with a gravel
base. The preliminary cost estimate for these improvements is approximately $13,000.
Colony Park Trail
The connection from Barlow Farm Park
through Colony Park to the north will be
one of the most heavily used in the system. Accordingly, a high priority should
be placed on this trail system link. To
complete this trail, an extension from the
railway overpass south must be developed. A preliminary analysis indicates
that the improvements will cost approximately $6,000.

Boyd Property Trail
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Bicentennial Woods Trail To provide
a much needed priority connection
between the Hudson High School
campus and Bicentennial Wods, the
existing Bicentennial Park trail
should be extended north to the
Turnpike overpass along the west
side. This short trail extension
should be a priority of the city of
Hudson, the Hudson School Board
and HPB. A preliminary analysis
suggests that the trail extension will
cost approximately $6,000.

Boston Mills Park Trail - The hiking trail
at Boston Mills Park that runs to the
lake’s edge could be extended to link the
park to the Executive Parkway Development. This trail could greatly enhance the
development’s work environment and
funding assistance should be solicited
from the developer or management company of the office park. This trail would
cost approximately $4,000.
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City Trail Development
The development of trails throughout the City of Hudson is the highest priority
for the residents of Hudson according to the 1999 Recreational Needs Assessment Survey. These trails will need to be developed through existing park land,
along rail corridors, adjacent to city streets and through developing neighborhoods. The HPB can not undertake trail development alone. Many of these
options are going to have to be collaborative efforts involving the City of Hudson, AMATS, ODOT, ODNR and/or the Summit County Metroparks.

Priority 1 Trails
Spine Trail - The Spine Trail is the highest priority trail for the Hudson
Parks. Connecting the Metroparks trail to downtown Hudson is essential to the success of the entire Hudson network of trails. The trail
parallels the proposed commuter rail line corridor into the Village center and is paved in gravel.
An at-grade crossing at Terex and Barlow Road is required, and an
overpass crossing with spiral grade connector is required at Rt. 303.
The connection between Cascade and MacLaren Parks will intersect
the Spine Trail and will require an underpass or overpass to be constructed.
This trail appears on the AMATS regional trail system map which makes
it a candidate for state and federal funding.
A conceptual stage analysis suggests that construction cost of the
Spine Trail is approximately $1,000,000.
Mud Brook Trail - The Mud Brook Trail parallels one of the most prominent network of creeks and wetlands in Ohio. It will need to be developed on land currently being planned but not yet developed. Design
and construction of this trail requires the combined efforts of Hudson
Parks, the City of Hudson, the land developer, with assistance from
the Hudson Land Conservancy. The trail should be paved in gravel with
boardwalks at wet areas.
An overpass or safe connector at Barlow/Terex intersection is necessary, with an at-grade crossing at Rt. 303.
The cost of the gravel trail will be approximately $65,000 with boardwalk areas costing an additional $350/lineal foot.
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Hudson Aurora Trail - One of the most challenging trails to build will also
be one of the most heavily used. The Hudson-Aurora Trail will parallel
the road of the same name and run from the old village center northeast
and proceed to the city line.
The first step is to complete the sidewalk where it is missing and
design it to accept rollerblades from the Village center to the Turnpike.
In areas where the right-of-way permits, a multi-purpose trail should
be constructed. Where a sidewalk exists, a bike lane should be provided adjacent to the street. Project implementation will require cooperative efforts between the City and the HPB.
Brandywine Trail
Brandywine Trail begins at the Hudson/Boston Mills boundary and extends to the Village center. It is a multi-purpose trail set back from
the road wherever possible, to become a multi-purpose/roadway system along Prospect Road.
The Hines Hill portion of the trail could be a cooperative effort between
the Cuyahoga County Welfare Department (the primary land holder),
the City of Hudson, and the HPB.
Ravenna Trail - The Ravenna Trail is the link from southeastern Hudson
into the town center. A portion of this trail has been built, and to complete it, a multi-purpose trail should be included with any future road
work along Ravenna Road.
As an alternative, the City of Hudson, with cooperation from the railroad, could utilize a portion of the existing railroad rights-of-way for the
Ravenna Trail.

Priority 2 Trails
Barlow Trail - The Barlow Trail is important to the City of Hudson as an
east-west connection between the Metroparks Trail and the “active use”
parks centered on Barlow Farm Park. On a regional level, part of the
trail is important as a link in the AMATS overall alternative transportation
plan and will link the city of Hudson to surrounding communities. This
portion of the trail will qualify for ODOT funding.
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The Turnpike Trail - The Ohio Turnpike carves a swath across the City of
Hudson from east to west and separates one half of the city from the
other. To bridge this divide, it would be desirable to develop a multipurpose trail constructed with a hard surface to accommodate roller
sports. Boardwalks could be used to bridge wet areas, and fencing
would be necessary to separate it from the roadway and neighbors.
Conceptually, the design and construction could be undertaken by
the Ohio Turnpike Authority as consideration for lands needed by the
Authority on City-owned Park property within the City of Hudson. A
preliminary analysis suggests that the paved trail could be constructed
for approximately $250,000 plus the cost of boardwalk sections over
wetlands at $350 per lineal foot. Additional cost would be required to
construct a railroad underpass where the trail crosses the NorfolkSouthern tracks just west of Prospect Street.
Hines Hill Trail - The Hines Hill Trail begins at the intersection of Hines
Hill Road and Prospect Street and continues along Hines Hill Road.
The trail should run adjacent to the roadway, be constructed at a generous width, and sign posted to document the trail’s significance in
Hudson’s history.
Colony Trail - A major north-south connection through the City, which
has potential for heavy use by school age children, is the Colony Trail.
The trail begins at Barlow Farm Park, provides a sidewalk for pedestrians, and is separate from the roadway and a marked bicycle lane adjacent to Brewster Drive. It enters Colony Park via an easement at the
northern end of Brewster Street, and at the Hayden Parkway it again
becomes a divided trail with separate pedestrian and bicycle lanes.
Those sections of trail which fall within the park lands will be the responsibility of the HPB, while the bike lanes and sidewalks will require a joint effort with the City of Hudson.
Tinkers Creek - Tinkers Creek is a very important watershed and wildlife
corridor in northeast Ohio. Tinkers Creek trail begins at Hudson Springs
Park and proceeds north, crossing under the Turnpike. As the trail
continues north through private property, land acquisition and/or rightof-way purchases will be necessary.
Raised paths will need to be constructed to keep the path out of the
surrounding wetlands, and as the trail hugs the creek tributary east of
Firelands Drive, a combination gravel base with boardwalk construction should be employed.
Although completion of this trail is not in the immediate future, preliminary location plans should be developed.
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MacLaren Trail - The MacLaren Trail which connects Cascade Trail to
Colony Park should be developed with a gravel surface within the park,
then follow the alignment of John Clark Lane between the park and
S.R. 91.
It should support a dedicated bicycle lane along Colony Drive utilizing
the existing sidewalks for pedestrian movement on Colony Drive.
The HPB and the City of Hudson will need to cooperate in the planning
and construction of the trail.
Brandywine North
The trail will begin at the Witt Property and extend south to Hines Hill
Road. Because of the sensitive nature of the area, gravel trails should
be constructed utilizing Boardwalks to cross wet areas.
To proceed, it is essential that an agreement be made with the Cuyahoga County Welfare Department for property acquisition or a right-ofway agreement to locate the trail across their land.
Future commercial or residential development in this area should participate in funding its construction. A conceptual stage analysis suggests that the trail could be constructed for approximately $20,000
plus the cost of boardwalk sections at $350 per lineal foot.
Ring Trail - The compact nature of a downtown Hudson makes trail
travel near the 303/91 intersection and Railroad corridor very difficult for
anything but pedestrian travel. The development of a well-marked bicycle lane or multipurpose trail needs to be developed which routes
recreational traffic around the town center and connects all of the Priority 1 Trails.
Twinsburg/Stow Cooperation - The movement of people throughout the
area does not stop at the city limits. To create a network of trails,
cooperative agreements need to be developed with surrounding communities.
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IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES
Policy
On behalf of future City of Hudson residents, residential and commercial
and industrial developers should participate in the funding and construction of parks and trail systems which serve residents and employers alike.
The developers in District 6 should work with the HPB to establish mixed
use parks at least 10 acres in size, along with connections within the new
subdivisions and to the larger trail system. The environmentally sensitive
nature of this area also calls for the city and developers to preserve areas
that are vital to maintaining and enhancing the quality of the existing ecosystems and wildlife habitats.
The parks system should work cooperatively with the Hudson School Board
to provide neighborhood parks and trail connections which serve the residents of the community.
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HUDSON’S SENSITIVE LANDS
Sensitive lands refers to those areas which still retain a high degree of ecological integrity. Therefore these areas are especially sensitive to primary and
secondary impacts from development, pollution, and other forms of encroachment. No areas within Hudson are truly “pristine.” However, the sensitive
lands identified herein are either those areas least disturbed, areas which have
had long time frames with relatively little disturbance within which to recover
from past severe disturbances, or areas which present significant opportunities to restore at least a semblance of past conditions.

Surface Hydrology
The City of Hudson is drained by five tributaries of the Cuyahoga River. All
of the southwestern quadrant and much of the southeastern quadrant are
drained by Mud Brook and its tributary, Powers Brook. Most of the northwest quadrant is drained by Brandywine Creek. Most of the northeast
quadrant is drained by Tinkers Creek. A small area in the extreme southeast corner of the City is drained by small headwaters tributaries of Fish
Creek.
The amount of surface runoff from the drainage basins that ultimately ends
up as streamflow in the above-named streams is based on the amount of
precipitation in the area, time duration of precipitation events, water loss
due to evaporation and type of ground cover, and the permeability or infiltration capacities of the soils. According to the Hydrologic Atlas for Ohio
(Ohio Division of Water, 1991) the average annual precipitation in the Hudson
area is 39 inches (from 1931 to 1980). This precipitation is in the form of
rain and snow. The average annual water loss in the area is 26 inches.
Water loss is dependent upon evaporation rates (which is directly correlated to temperature), and transpiration by trees and vegetation. Water
loss is defined as the difference between the precipitation over a drainage
area and the streamflow from the area. The total net contribution of precipitation to actual streamflow in Hudson is 13 inches. Due to the fact that
there are no gauging stations located along these streams within Hudson,
no stream data are available from the ODNR.
Other factors controlling runoff, (and ultimately streamflow) include the
topography of the area, and the infiltration capacity of soils in the basin.
The topography of the area controls the amount of actual “residence time”
of runoff, or rate of flow across the ground surface. The infiltration capacity
is dependent upon the vertical permeability of the soil. Factors affecting
permeability include the degree of compaction of the soil particles, shrink/
swell coefficients based on clay content, and the porosity of the soil.
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Topography
The lowest areas in Hudson, ranging from 980 to 990 feet above sea level,
are along Brandywine Creek, Mud Brook, and Tinkers Creek, where those
streams exit the City. A few scattered areas, mainly in the northern half of
the City, reach 1150 feet or more, the highest elevations in Hudson. Therefore, total relief within the City is about 170 feet. For the most part, the
topography of Hudson can be characterized as level to gently sloping (< 6
percent slopes). The only area with steep topography occurs above Tinkers Creek in the northeast corner of the City where elevation differences of
greater than 100 feet occur within 500 linear feet (> 20 percent slopes).

Glacial Geology
Northeastern Ohio is covered by a broad band of Pleistocene glacial deposits, principally represented at the surface by the late Wisconsinan ice
contact and proglacial sediments. These glacial deposits are part of a
broader belt extending from western New York across northwestern Pennsylvania, Ohio, and into Michigan and Indiana.
The ice responsible for the deposition of these sediments entered from the
Lake Erie Basin and swept south onto the Appalachian Plateau over the
Paleozoic sandstones and shales. A rich variety of geomorphological features resulted from the deposition of the thin veneer of glacial materials
over the underlying, strongly developed topography dominated by bedrock.
Large blocks of slowly melting, stagnant ice were left behind as the last
ice sheet receded. These massive ice blocks compacted underlying materials and formed irregular depressions in the drift, especially in outwash
or kame field areas. Mud Lake, Wyoga Lake, Crystal Lake, Silver Lake
and the Twin Lakes are “kettle lakes” that formed in the area from meltwater in these kettle holes.
“Kettle bogs” formed from kettle holes or kettle lakes that became filled
with organic matter or sediment. Many kettle bogs are found in northeastern Ohio. All gradations of kettle lakes and kettle bogs may be seen in
Summit and Portage Counties, from fairly deep lakes to lakes which have
a swampy marginal zone of vegetation, to bogs now completely filled with
organic matter. Organic matter in kettle bogs turns into peat, or if mixed
with clay or silt, turns into muck.
The Mud Brook drainage system formed as a connection between kettle
lakes (Mud Lake and Wyoga Lake). The drainage system extends to the
south from Boston Heights through Hudson, Stow, Northampton Township
and into northern Akron, where Mud Brook forms a confluence with the
Cuyahoga River. North of State Route 303 in Hudson, an extensive wetlands area in outwash deposits forms the headwaters of Mud Brook. These
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wetlands drain into Mud Lake. Mud Lake drains into Mud Brook, which
courses to the south through lacustrine kame terrace and outwash deposits. The stream channel and floodplain of Mud Brook are lined with alluvium deposits.

Sensitive Lands Through Watershed
Mud Brook Watershed - The Mud Brook watershed contains the largest areas of land considered sensitive in Hudson. The large wetland
complex along Mud Brook from north of SR 303 to the City of Stow
line was described as “Mud Lake Bog” by Alfred Dachnowski in his
Peat Deposits of Ohio (1912). Dachnowski recorded this “bog” as
about five miles long and ranging from one-quarter to one and a half
miles wide. It stretched from what is currently known as District 6
between SR 303 and Boston Mills Road to south of Wyoga Lake
(formerly known as Turtle Lake) (Figure 2??). Table 1 presents the
plant species listed by Dachnowski for this extensive wetland.
Table 1. Plants of Mud Lake Bog, Hudson, Ohio (from Dachnowski,
1912).
Herbs
Swamp loosestrife
Decodon verticillatus
Cattail
Typha latifolia
Arrow-leaved tearthumb
Polygonum sagittatum
Arrowhead
Sagittaria sp.
Wood mint
Blephilia ciliata
Willow herb
Epilobium coloratum
Hairy grass
Agrostis hyemalis
Common everlasting
Gnaphalium polycephalum
(probably uliginosum)
Bluebell
Campanula americana
Shrubs
Swamp fly honeysuckle
Buttonbush
Pussy willow
Red-osier dogwood
Gray dogwood
Alder
Arrowwood viburnum
High-bush blueberry

Lonicera oblongifolia
Cephalanthus occidentalis
Salix discolor
Cornus stolonifera
Cornus paniculata
(probably racemosa)
Alnus incana (probably rugosa)
Viburnum dentatum
(probably recognitum)
Vaccinium corymbosum
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Wild cherry
Spicebush
Elderberry
Heath
Heath
Gray dogwood

Trees
Red maple
Elm
Ash
Black ash
Walnut
Yellow birch

Prunus virginiana
Benzoin aestivale (Lindera benzoin)
Sambucus canadensis
Vaccinium pennsylvanicum
Vaccinium vacillans
Cornus paniculata
(probably racemosa)

Acer rubrum
Ulmus fulva
(probably americana)
Fraxinus quadrangulata
(probably pennsylvanica)
Fraxinus nigra
Juglans nigra
Betula lutea

It is highly likely that even by 1912, numerous disturbances to the
vegetation and hydrology of this large wetland complex for agricultural
purposes had by that time altered the character of the wetland. It is
apparent from topographic maps, soils maps, National Wetland Inventory maps, and aerial photography that the largest remaining wetland
complexes in Hudson, including District 6, are remnants of this once
larger wetland.
Many of these wetlands are slowly recovering from these past disturbances, many with the help of the engineering work of re-invading
beavers. This recovery process can be greatly speeded through the
use of ecological restoration techniques. In addition to the sensitive
wetlands around Mud Lake and along Mud Brook, this area contains
the City’s drinking water wellfield, and thus its importance for the function of groundwater recharge is greatly enhanced.
Powers Brook, a Mud Brook tributary, has its headwaters in the southeast quadrant of the City, in the vicinity of Stow, Barlow, and Ravenna
Roads. The lands in this vicinity are significant because of their size
as well as the quality and diversity of natural areas found here. Upland forests with small high quality wetlands, and small meandering
drainageways cover much of this area.
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Tinkers Creek Watershed - The Tinkers Creek watershed contains
some of the highest quality natural areas remaining in Hudson. In the
vicinity of Ravenna and Stone Roads, occur mature upland forests
surrounding many small marshes and scrub-shrub wetlands. The forests have not been logged in many years, and natural drainage patterns have not been altered. Although the wetlands here do not perform as many physical functions (such as flood control and ground
water recharge) as the larger wetlands in the Mud Brook drainage,
they provide quality habitat for many plants and animals.
Farther downstream in the watershed, the floodplain of Tinkers Creek
contains extensive stands of upland forests as well as many wetlands
that are important for flood control. The meandering channels of Tinkers Creek and its small tributaries provide high quality wildlife habitat.
These areas are hydrologically connected to the extensive wetlands
in Streetsboro to the east which are partially protected in three State
Nature Preserves.
Brandywine Creek Watershed - Brandywine Creek originates in the
southeast quadrant, flows through the heart of the City and then exits
in the northwest quadrant. A wide variety of upland and wetland communities occur along the stream’s mainstem and tributaries. Some of
the small wetlands are very high quality.
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Existing Park Data - Field Notes
Middleton Park - (8AC.) access off Middleton Rd., wood fence surrounds
park area, 1 small softball field, approximately 20 spaces in parking lot, 1 half
basketball court, 1 old water well not in use, 1 pavilion, 11 picnic tables, 2
grills, the play area slopes into softball field
Darrow Road Park - (56.9AC.) access off Darrow Rd and Lascala Rd,
access from Lascala is very discrete, drainage runs along east side of property, from middle of property to the northwest corner the land is very wet, no
one has actually walked this area, south end of park is used for soccer games
for young kids, trail runs along the extreme eastern portion of park, the park
department mows a 20’ trail runs along a small creek, large underground culvert on northeastern corner of park, the park has a 25’easement off Edgeview
Road.
Stow-Middleton Park - (17AC.) access of Stow Rd, Middleton Rd runs
along east side of park, gravel parking lot, 1 power box, 1 telephone box, 1 big
softball field, 2 benches around ball field, 2 sand volley ball courts, small soccer field in center of park, hedges grown in a north south direction, small pond,
wetlands surrounding pond, homes along western boundary of park, playground,
1 play area, 6 picnic tables, 1 pavilion, 1 grill, wood fence runs along Stow and
Middleton Rds.
Boyd property - (49.547AC.) no natural access points, small pond located
on north end of property near I-480, tall grass and large bushes on northeast
side, some tress on west side, deep ravine and access point on south end
near Hudson Aurora Rd, trails on property but not maintained by park department, residents use and make trails on property
Trumbull Woods - (32.1AC.) located across 480 from the Boyd property,
small parking area, access off Middleton Rd, ½ mile of gravel trail, other small
trails with natural paths tie into main path
Robinson Farm - (30.855 AC.) access off Ravenna Rd, tall grass and large
bushes on west side of property, very wet on south end, trees on northeast and
south end of property
Doc’s Woods - (59AC.) access off Stow Rd, bad entrance point, old wooded
area, lots of trees, very wet
Boston Mills Park - (8 AC) gravel parking, picnic table, trail, bench, view to
lake.
Bicentennial Woods - (33 AC.) access off Stow Rd, wooded area, lots of
trees, stream and ruins, important path connector, outdoor classroom,
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Colony Park - (37.7AC.) access off Hayden and Ogliby Drive, paved parking
area, 2 adult softball fields, 1 small softball field, 6 swings, 4 kiddy swings, big
play spider, 1 small play spider, 1 slide-n-playset, 1 set of monkey bars, pavilion, 2 grills, 1 volley ball net, 1 sand box, 1 tire, 1 shuffle ball, 2 swing chairs,
1 big slide, trail goes over tracks, this is an trail kids use to get to school,
drainage along northern boundary
Cascade Park - (72.03AC.) 3 softball fields, paved parking area, 1 water
fountain, 9 grills, 15 picnic tables, 100’ power easement on park party, gravel
trails, and 2 cascades
Trebo Property - (60 AC.) access from Cascade Park or Barlow Rd, and
Nicholson Drive and through Ellsworth Meadows.
Ellsworth Meadows Golf Course - (102.292 AC.) access off Barlow Rd, golf
course with plans to expand onto Trebo Property
MacLaren Woods - (25.3AC.) access from John Clark Ln, dense woods,
neighbors would like to see path connect to Cascade Park
Barlow Farm Park - (59.096 AC.) under construction
Oak Grove Park - (33.4AC) access from Barlow Rd, 1 large softball field, 2
small softball fields, big field is lighted in front of park, 1 pavilion, Jaycees own
bldg. on property they also maintain it, 3 grill, 6 picnic tables, large parking
area, play area in front of park near lighted ball field,
Hudson Springs Park - (260 AC.) access from Stow Road, entry gatehouse,
Park Board offices, park maintenance garages, lake, gravel parking, trail, playground, pavillions, grills, picnic tables, constructed overlooks, scout camping
area, sand volleyball, frisbee golf.
Witt property - (100 AC.) access from Farnham Way, diverse vegetation, old
trails, wetlands
Wildlife Park - (58 AC.) gravel parking, trails on property are important link
within and to the CVNRA, diverse vegetation.
Stow - Aurora - currently unused, unmaintained connector along turnpike

Many of the parks utilize rented temporary portable toilet facilities on an as
need basis.
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EQUIPMENT INVENTORY OF INDIVIDUAL PARKS
PARK
Oak Grove Park

ATHLETIC FIELDS
PLAYGROUNDS
2 - SMALL BALLFIELD
4 - SWINGS
1 - LIGHTED BIG BALLFIELD 1 - PULL-UP SET
WITH 4 PULLS
1 - BIG SLIDE
1 - SANDBOX
1 - TRUCK CLIMBER

Barlow Farm Park 6 - SOCCER FIELDS
4 - BIG BALLFIELDS

1 - PRESCHOOL
PLAY STRUCTURE
1 - SCHOOL AGE
PLAY STRUCTURE

Boston Mills

NA

NA

Boyd Property

NA

NA

Cascade

3 - SMALL BALLFIELD

Colony

2 - BIG BALLFIELD
1 - SMALL BALLFIELDL
1 - SOCCER
1 - VOLLEYBALL

6 - SWINGS
4 - KIDDIE SWINGS
2 - SPIDER CLIMBERS
1 - SLIDE-N-PLAY SET
1 - MONKEY BAR SET
1 - SANDBOX
1 - IN GROUND TIRE
1 - SHUFFEL BALL
1 - BIG SLIDE

Darrow Road

NA

NA

Doc’s Woods

NA

NA

Ellsworth

NA

NA

Hudson
Springs

1 - SAND VOLLEYBALL

1 - LITTLE TYKES
CLIMBER
4 - SWINGS
3 - KIDDIE SWINGS
1 - SAND BOX
2 - BIG SLIDES
1 - MONKEY BAR SET
2 - SPIDER CLIMBERS
1 - TRUCK CLIMBER
1 - PRIVATE CAMP
AREA

1 - FRISBEE GOLF
(18 HOLES)
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MacLaren
Woods

NA

NA

Middleton

1 - SMALL BALLFIELD
1/2 - BASKETBALL

6 - SWINGS
6 - KIDDIE SWINGS
1 - SAND BOX
1 - LITTLE TYKES
CLIMBER
3 - MUSHROOM
CLIMBERS
1 - MONKEY BAR SET
1 - BIG SLIDE
1 - MERrY-GO-ROUND
1 - FIRE ENGINE
CLIMBER

Robinson Fields

NA

NA

Stow
Middleton

1 - SMALL BALLFIELD

1 - LITTLE TYKES
CLIMBER
1 - SHUFFEL BALL
4 - SWINGS
4 - KIDDIE SWINGS
1 - SLIDE-N-PLAY
1 - MONKEY BAR SET
1 - SANDBOX
1 - BIG SLIDE

2 - SAND VOLLYBALL
1 - SMALL SOCCER
- OPEN FIELDS

Trumbull
Woods

NA

NA

Wildlife

NA

NA

Witt Property

NA

NA
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EQUIPMENT INVENTORY OF COMBINED PARKS
ATHLETIC FIELDS
8 - SMALL BALLFIELD
1 - LIGHTED BIG BALLFIELD
2 - BIG BALLFIELD
2 - SOCCER FIELDS
1 - VOLLEYBALL NET
2 - SAND VOLLEYBALL
1 - FRISBEE GOLF
1/2 - BASKETBALL
SEVERAL TEMP FIELDS

PLAYGROUNDS
24 - SWINGS
17 - KIDDIE SWINGS
1 - PULL-UP SET W/4
PULLS
6- BIG SLIDES
5 - SAND BOXES
2 - TRUCK CLIMBERS
4 - SPIDER CLIMBERS
2 - SLIDE-N-PLAY
4 - MONKEY BARS
1 - IN GROUND TIRE
2 - SHUFFLE BALLS
3 - LITTLE TYKES
CLIMBER
3 - MUSHROOM
CLIMBERS
1 - MERRY-GO-ROUND
1 - FIRE ENGINE
CLIMBER
1 - PRIVATE CAMP
AREA
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EQUIPMENT INVENTORY OF INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS

ATHLETIC FIELDS

PLAYGROUNDS

East Woods

3 - SOCCER FIELDS
2 - SMALL BASKETBALL
3 - TETHERBALLS

1 - CLIMB-N-PLAY
18 - SWINGS
1 -ACTIVITY AREA

Evamere

1 - SMALL BASKETBALL
1 - LITTLE TYKES CLIMBER

McDowell

2½ - BASKETBALL
4 -TENNIS COURTS
3 - SMALL BALLFIELD

19 -SWINGS
1- BIG CLIMB-N-PLAY
1 - SMALL CLIMB-N-PLAY
-12 SWINGS
-1 PULLUP SET W/6 PULLS
-1 SMALL CILMB-N-PLAY
-1 EXERCISE AREA
-BALANCE BAR
-HAND PARRALLEL BAR
-SIT UP PAD
-2 MONKEY BAR SETS

Hudson Middle

2 - SMALL BASKETBALL
1 - LIGHTED COMBO FIELD
1 - TRACK/FIELD
1 - BIG BALLFIELD
1 - SMALL BALLFIELD
1 - COMBO FIELD UNLIGHTED
2 - SOCCER FIELDS
4 - TETHERBALLS

Hudson Elementary

1 - SMALL BASKETBALL

Hudson High

1 - BIG LIGHTED BALLFIELD
3 - SMALL BALLFIELD
1 - TRACK/FIELD COMBO
2 - OPEN SPACES FOR SOCCER
6 -TENNIS COURTS

2 - CLIMB-N-PLAYAREAS
- ACTIVITY AREAS
10 - SWINGS
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EQUIPMENT INVENTORY OF ALL SCHOOLS
ATHLETIC FIELDS
7 - SOCCER
6 - SMALL BASKETBALL
2 ½ - BASKETBALL
10 - TENNIS COURTS
7 - SMALL BALLFIELD
2 - BIG BALLFIELD
1 - BIG LIGHTED BALLFIELD

PLAYGROUNDS
1 - BIG CLIMB-N-PLAY
4 - SMALL CLIMB-N-PLAY
59 - SWINGS
2 - ACTIVITY AREAS
1 - LITTLE TYKES
3 - SHUFFLE BALLS
1 - PULLUP SET W/6
PULLS
7 - TETHERBALLS

-2 TRACKS/FIELD COMBO
-1 LIGHTED COMBO FIELD
-1 UNLIGHTED COMBO FIELD
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HUDSON PARK COMPREHENSIVE PLAN RELATIONSHIP
General Policy
Open space corridors and recreation areas are valuable assets which contribute to the community identity and protect fragile environmental resources. A comprehensive system of open space linkages and active and
informal recreation should be developed in a manner that serves a multiuse function and enhances the sense of community. Active efforts are
necessary to protect the environment within the City from further degradation and to establish a systematic approach to maintaining the improving
environmental quality.

Implementation Policies
Establish a community wide system of multipurpose paths that connect
neighborhoods, schools and commercial activity areas and provide links
to other communities.
Create a greenway system that links existing parks, neighborhood wetlands, drainage systems and other natural areas with multipurpose trails.
Create a specific linkage between downtown historic core and the trail
system.
Evaluate feasible location for development of a community recreation facility, which would include active recreation areas.
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NEIGHBORING RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

CITY OF BRECKSVILLE RECREATION
(440) 546-2300
Hours of Operation:
Monday – Friday
6am – 10pm
Saturday
8am – 8pm
Sunday
10am – 5pm
Memberships are available to Brecksville residents:
Annual
Monthly
$ 210 Family
Not offered; annual fee prorated
$ 120 Individual
at beginning of each quarter
$ 50 Seniors
$2 – Daily use for non-members ages 5-17 and seniors
$5 – Daily use for non-members ages 18-59

Fitness Center includes the following:
- 10,000 sq. ft. gymnasium
- 5,000 sq. ft. fitness room
- Indoor pool with 6 lanes
- Seating area for viewing swimming activities
- Whirlpool near pool
- 2 saunas, one sauna located in each locker room
- Game room
- Day care providers for users
- 3,000 sq. ft. community that be divided into 2 rooms
- Kitchen facility
CITY OF CUYAHOGA FALLS
(330) 971-8080
Hours of Operation:
Monday – Friday
5:30 am – 11pm
Saturday
6:30 am – 7:30 pm
Sunday
9 am – 7:30 pm
Memberships available:
Annual
$ 230 Resident
$ 351 Non-Resident
$ 175 Senior Resident
$ 252 Senior Non-Resident
$4 – Daily use for residents
$5 – Daily use for non-residents

Monthly
$ 21 Resident
$ 32 Non-Resident
$ 16 Senior Resident
$ 23 Senior Non-Resident
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Natatorium Center includes the following:
- 2 swimming pools
- 88-foot water slide
- 2 walking/running tracks
- Nautilus & Pro Max Equipment
- Water Exercise
- Cardio Theater
- Fitness Circuit
- 4 racquetball/wallyball courts
- 1 saunas
- 3 whirlpools
- Steamroom
- 3 men’s and women’s locker rooms
CITY OF TWINSBURG RECREATION
(330) 405-5757
Hours of Operation:
Monday – Friday
6 am – 9 pm
Saturday
7 am – 9 pm
Sunday
noon – 6 pm
Memberships are available to Twinsburg School District residents:
Annual
Monthly
$300 – Family
$60 – Family
$150 – Individual
$30 – Individual
$135 – Seniors
$27 – Seniors
$5 – Daily use for non-members
Recreation Activities Center includes the following:
- Administration offices
- 2 meeting rooms
- 40ft x 60ft (2400sqft) multipurpose room
- 30ft x 30ft (900sqft) craft room
- Kitchen
Senior Center includes the following:
- Multipurpose room
- Billiard room
- Craft room
- Kitchen
- Gymnasium
- Auditorium
Fitness Center includes the following:
- 326,000 gallon indoor pool including 2 one meter diving boards, indoor
slide, 5 water sprays, 6 lanes of either 25 yards or 25 meters
- 1,500 gallon spa/hot tub in pool area
- gymnasium with 3 full size basketball courts
- 6 lane indoor walking/running track
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-

fitness room with cardiovascular, selectorized, and free weights equipment
kid park – small baby-sitting area for people who use the facility
party room available for rent

Additional recreational facilities include:
- 326,000 gallon outdoor water park with a waterslide
- 7 picnic shelters
- 3 no lights tennis courts
- 7 lighted tennis courts
- 5 softball fields
- 15 children creative play areas
- 2 basketball courts
- Sand volley court
- 9 lighted horseshoe courts
- Amphitheater
- Safety town area
- 1.3 miles of bike/hike path (asphalt)
CITY OF SOLON
(440) 248-5747
Currently, no recreation center is available for residents of Solon. Money
has been set aside
Community Center includes the following:
- 1 small swimming pool
- 8 tennis courts
- 2 basketball courts
- 5 softball/baseballs fields
- 4 little league fields
- 3 playgrounds
- 1 pavilion
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HUDSON PARKS – WALKING TOURS
(This section was written by Neil Henderson.)
For a three-day ramble in comfortable June weather, the Park Board invited the
public to take part in an inspection of the pubic parks of Hudson. John Grell,
long time superintendent of Hudson’s public parks, planned and led them, with
the participation of consultant and landscape architect Catherine Murray of
URS Greiner Woodward Clyde, and Veronica De Paulo, CAD Technician. Public
response ranged from as many as a dozen people in parks like Cascade and
Colony, to as few as one or two, in the newer neighborhoods. As an outdoor
addict I attended every one I could, and revisited the rest on my own later.
Perhaps not surprisingly, one of the largest and most enthusiastic groups of
residents was in one of the smaller parts, - Colony Park, - which serves Old
Towne colony and adjacent streets, bounded on the north-east by NorfolkSouthern (Conrail) tracks. Residents were enthusiastic about everything it
has, including not only the equipment, playing fields, and trails, but also the
diverse bird population. As a birder myself, I heard more about birds from this
group than in any other Hudson park.
Middleton Park is a 9-acre rectangle tucked in between residential areas on
the south side of Middleton Road west of route 91. Residents with their children do use the playground equipment through none turned out to join the
“walking tour” announced in the HUB for the week of June 15-17. They were
there in force the previous week, several groups of children using the play
equipment, attended by mothers.
Darrow Road Park has abut 10 acres of mowed meadow with parking off Route
91, and another 50+ acres reaching east to Lascala, where there’s another
access, without a parking lot. A trail (mostly straight) connects Darrow and
Lacala. There are hidden ponds and woodlots and dense brush; and Hudson’s
biggest American Beech. There will eventually be paths, trails and clearing for
recreation in this now quite private neighborhood jungle. Besides the marked
points of access, there are other unmarked entrances that are invisible from
any street.
Semi-private access is a feature of most, it not all, of our parks. Even among
residents who are park enthusiasts, there is often some selfishness about
access. It ranges all the way from nervousness about strangers near the
neighborhood children to frank zenophobia. Our park managers are well aware
of these fears, and respectful of them. In a community that loves its parks,
and fear strangers, we vote generously for public parkland, and park custodians zealously protect it, while promoting park use of local people. Instead of
fencing, park management relies on relatively inconspicuous markers. They
cost less, and residents prefer them. However, some neighbors take advantage of the public restraint by extending their private lawns and driveways into
the public space. Thus intimidating or fooling visitors and residents who try to
enter the public park form the public street. In time, the neighbor’s intrusion
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may conceal the corridor entirely unless visitors can discover the camouflage
by on-site clues or by studying plat maps.
Stow-Middleton Park (17 acres) - has been planned and used for sports
such as soccer. It also has a well-equipped, clearly visible, children’s playground, next to a little marsh that is noisy with birds and frogs and screened
all around with lush vegetation. Access for the whole park is via the parking-lot in the northeast corner. For pedestrians, there are few times when
it is safe to cross Stow Road in this area.
The Boyd Park (50+ acres) - includes a 4-acre triangle that was the southwest corner of Trumbull Wood until Highway 480 cut it off in the 1970’s.
Just west of that corner (close to the northwest corner of Boyd Park and
its Middleton Road entrance) is a very active cattail march and pond. Bill
Douds made this pond for the Boyds before 480 existed. The park now
consists of transitional meadow plus a woodland from which most of the
timer over eight inches diameter had been harvested a few years ago. In
time it should become again a rich woodland, and it is meanwhile a good
nature study and hiking area. There is an easement from Hudson-Aurora
road deeded to the Park, it’s not marked and not obvious. Visitors find the
Middleton Huntington and north sides of Crown Point or Hudson-Aurora
Road can contrive private access over their own back property lines.
Trumbull Wood - I was not present for this trip; but I have long used it for
nature walks, with permission, since before it was public. The terrain
ranges from upland woods to streamside and marsh. The Trumbulls designed it as their private woodsy retreat, where they had a small but comfortable cabin, which was eventually destroyed by vandals and fire. There
are surprising non-Ohio plant in this natural looking woods, some from the
Pacific Northwest. That’s where the Trumbulls themselves came from.
Wildlife Park (formerly known as Boston Mills Park - belonged to the Shilts
family) and is five miles outside Hudson on the south side of Boston Mills
Road. It includes a scenic fraction of a mile of the Buckeye Trail; and it’s
within hiking distance of what is reputed to be the easternmost outpost of
the western prairie; the grassy slope above Stumpy Basin and the Cuyahoga Rive. This year, parts of the oak woods in the east part of the Wildlife
have been totally stripped of leaves by Gypsy Moths. The trees may
recover, if the moths move on.
Boston Mills Park - has eight acres of brush and young woods, across the
water from Lake Forest County Club on the north side of Boston Mills
Road. There’s only a bit of roadside parking, but this new park has potential. The half dozen visitors on this June visit waxed enthusiastic, looking
out from a meager clearing on the shore of the lake. It has a lot of waterfront, and a fine view to the east and north. It could be a great picnic spot
even before it has impressive trees. Maintenance of a table area might be
expensive, but it could become attractive for lunch-hour picnickers from
the office buildings west of it. Lake Forest looks great from this park: It
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looks clear and pure even though we know locally that there are problems
with silt that had drifted down from developments east and north of it.
Robinson Field - a field that belonged to the Robinson family. It is beautiful
and green in June. For most sports it will require expenditure and maintenance. In the meantime it’s there for hikers and naturalists who don’t
require much space for parking and don’t expect well-defined trails.
Doc’s Woods is a naturalist’s treasure. There is no parking, much wetness, big trees, and a tangle of lesser vegetation, including lots of poison
ivy. The terrain is treacherously uneven and wet. The Index of Environmental Integrity is high, because this is raw Northern Ohio, much of it
totally undeveloped. There are none of the improvements that make it
easy for people to find it, park, enter, and walk around. So we, too, did not
get very far into it. Along Stow Road the vegetation is not exactly pristine,
however, looking more as though it had been cleared long ago and abandoned because of its dampness and difficult access.
Bicentennial Woods - formerly an upland woodlot on the Ellsworth estate,
relatively dry, with easy trails, trees that are a century or more old, and
lots of native wildflowers and singing birds. A monumental stone fireplace
marks the site of a former cabin of the Elsworth era.
Hudson Springs Park - In 1963, this was a for-fee swimming place. Earlier it had been the estate of Judge May, and the lake had been enlarged
from an alkaline once fed by a deep spring. In the 19th century it was
mined for marl, used by farmers of the area of “sweeten” acid soil. The
Park Board of Hudson Township purchased the property in the late 1960’s.
Today it remains Hudson’s largest[?] and most active park, with an excellent hiking trail, boating, fishing, a children’s playground, and other amenities.
Cascade Park - was created on Maclaren family land formerly private but
used only recreationally, with some of its vegetation undisturbed in this
century. Ball diamonds and playground equipment has been added. There
are beautiful little waterfalls and guilles as the terrain falls westward toward Mud Lake and Mud Brook. Possibly the rugged old rocky outcroppings
of Cascade Park were once mountain tops looking down toward the ancient Teas River, in a gorge hundreds of feet below and a mile or so west!
We should realize, stumbling slightly while picking our way around the
bogs down the woodsy trail toward Nicholson Drive and Ellsworth Meadows, that the surface we navigate is now a few hundred feet above the
former banks of the once tumultuous river. Today the manager of the golf
course in what is now Ellsworth Meadows concerns himself, not about the
altitude, but about keeping hikers safe form golf balls. Twenty thousand
years ago, melting glaciers filled deep valley with debris and mud and
brought it to the modern level.
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MacLaren Woods and Cascade Park - actually merge at the east end of
Cascade and the south end of MarLaren. This is not obvious, because the
Pennsylvania Railroad cut off a small corner of Cascade at its east end,
which has never been developed nor made any use of the community. So
MacLaren now in effect consists of hat corner (plus 27?) acres of running
south alongside the railroad, and a stub extending east a few hundred
yards along the south side of John Clark Lane. Both Cascade Park and
MarLaren Woods are on land that was the MacLarens’. Cascade has
considerable significance for Hudson, being the oldest and most central.
It remains to be seen what part MacLaren Woods will play. Perhaps it will
one day be again continuous with Cascade. Right now it is in transition
from a meadow (with some planted conifers) to a good Ohio wood-lot. It
hints already of a future that will include stately Black Walnut and Wild
Black Cherry.
Barlow Park – not to be confused with Barlow Farm, is a small park on
Barlow Road east of Little Tikes and west of Stow Road. It has a ball field
and some parking adjacent; picnic pavilion; two screened batting practice
areas; a building used for the Haunted House and Jaycee’s Meeting Room
(& maybe other stuff?); and more parking.
Hudson’s biggest new park is the right angle triangle of the former Witt
property, which lies between the Conrail track and the Ashbrook development in northwest Hudson. It has access via the east end of Farmham
Way. The forest appears to be have been undisturbed for about 150 years,
containing some of the oldest trees in Hudson. It was the southwest side
of the Post farm (1). Perhaps it was never tilled, or not since the rails were
laid. In Ashbrook there are big-looking new houses, closely spaced. A
neighbor worried politely to me that a few parking spaces could be carved
out of park land where the street ends, without too much destruction of a
landscape which is arguably Hudson’s most primitive.
(1) Combination Atlas Map of Summit County, Ohio ...1874, page 34.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND ESTABLISHMENT
HUDSON PARKS
(Sections prepared by Tom Vince, Historian.)

OF

A Tradition of Public Openspace
One of the most attractive components of town planing in colonial New England was the town green (or commons as it was often called) which provided
a focus for community life. Not surprisingly, the concept of placing the town’s
important civic, religious and commercial buildings around central green was
brought to the Western Reserve by settlers from Connecticut. By the summer
of 1800 when the permanent settlement party arrived in Hudson, Ohio the land
at the center of township 4, range 10 had already been cleared.
By the summer of 1801 a log schoolhouse had been erected on the commons
which would double as a church for several years. Then in 1804 David Hudson
and his fellow proprietors donated about 7 ½ acres of land to be used as a
commons. This land was at the crossroads and consisted of three parcels
(southeast, northeast and northwest). The deed was officially conveyed to the
commissioners of Trumbull County on May 18, 1805. The following year Joel
Gaylord deeded the southwest parcel of the green completing the four parcel
commons that survives to this day. The deed required that the lands be open
and unfenced. In 1812 the Hudson Township trustees reduced the size of the
four-parcel in order to extend the green north to Aurora Street. But while the
configuration of the green has remained unchanged for nearly two centuries,
its usage has changed considerably since 1812. At that time the unfenced,
treeless green was used for pasturage. Still later it was fenced to prevent
animals from wandering around the village. As late as the 1840’s it was still
partly used for pasturage, but by the middle of the 19th century, it began to be
used as a “park” although he term itself would not be used until around the Civil
War when trees were planted for the purpose of beautification. By the late
1800’s the green is often referred to as “the Park” when the concept of recreational or social use of the green was adopted. The first bandstand was erected
on the green in the late 1870’s. If one were able to ask a Hudson resident of
1899 for their concept of a “park”, they would undoubtedly point to the heavily
wooded parcels in the center of town.
Even in the first six decades of the 20th century, Hudson appeared to have no
need to acquire additional park land. In 1967 the Tri-County Regional Planning
commission’s Land Use, Thoroughfare and Community Facilities Plan, Village of Hudson and Hudson Township reported that 62% of land inside the
village and 85% of land in the township was undeveloped. These open lands
gave Hudson the image of a small, rural town, but as the 1960’s had already
shown, Hudson was ripe for development and eventually open and wooded
land would be at a premium.
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Formation of the Hudson Park Board
Fortunately for Hudson residents, the Hudson Park Board was created in 1959
and was able to anticipate and address the need for park lands before the sub
urbanization of Hudson began. Sometime in late 1958, William D Shilts (18811971), a Goodyear executive who had lived in Hudson since 1919, offered
some 60 acres of land off Boston Mills Road within Boston Township for a
wildlife preserve. Shilts had bought the acreage in the late 1920’s and the
family had used it for picnics and camping. A small cabin had been erected
and a rudimentary drive had been cut into the steep property. In the 1990s’
Shilts daughter visited the park with Superintendent John Grell and recalled a
small lake on the site. The ‘lake’ is no longer in existence, possibly due to the
construction of the Ohio Turnpike, which now bisects the property. Since there
was not yet a park board in Hudson, a committee was formed to look into the
matter of how to receive Mr. Shilts’ offer. On January 13, 1959 the first meeting
of the provisional park board was held at the Hudson Town Hall with J. Warner
Clark presiding. The other two commissioners were F. H. “Bill” Wood and
Edgar Limp. Mayor Robert Gray had encouraged the formation of the provisional board and named council member Dorothy Tasker (Mrs. Harold Tasker)
as liaison. The first order of business was a discussion of Ohio law regarding
public park boards and plans to visit the Shilts Woods (as it was then called)
and a meeting with Mrs. Shilts. Committee assignments were made to contact scouting organizations, Western Reserve Academy, the garden club, the
League of Women Voters and public schools. A Cleveland City planner was
sought to provide advice. From its inception, the park board sought broad
community support and the expertise of professional planners. Early in March
1959, the board meet at the office of County Prosecutor Dan Quillan, who
advised the still not officially elected board to ‘ride into office on the Shilts land,
tax up to 1 mill and secure the services of a good “landscape” man and sound
legal council’.
By early February 1959 the commissioners had met with Mr. Shilts, visited the
property, conferred with targeted audience groups who were favorable, and
contacted attorney Gerald Gibson who agreed to act as legal counsel. At the
meeting of April 4, 1959 it was accounted that noted landscape architect Henry
L. Pree (1888-1969) of Cleveland would attend the commission’s next meeting. Pree, who had most recently been associated with the Cleveland Garden
Center, had formerly been on the staff on Western Reserve Academy (19321937) and was familiar with Hudson. By mid-April Pree had agreed to be a
consultant to the board, had visited the Shilts Woods and agreed to draw up
preliminary plan for its use and maintenance. At a special meeting at the Town
Hall on September 16, 1959 Henry Pree presented the first drawings for the
park concept. Mr. Shilts was in attendance and reiterated that he did not want
his name attached to the newly designated park. That November voters in
Hudson approved the chartering of the Hudson Township Park District, and the
names of three provisional commissioners were sent to the Summit County
Prosecutor for the official appointment. On December 14, 1959 the newly
designated commissioners went to Akron to be sworn in as Hudson’s first
Park Board. They would report directly to the Hudson Township Trustees, a
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legal arrangement, which continued until the merger of the township and city.
First Levy, Wildlife Woods, Cascade Park

First Levy
Once the Hudson Park Board (HPB) was officially able to transact business,
plans moved forward to identify possible park locations. The township trustees agreed to place a ½ mill levy on the ballot immediately, and on May 3,
1960 Hudson voters approved the levy which would run for one year and yield
about $10,000. With an indication of pubic support, the park board decided to
press for a five-year levy to facilitate ongoing planning. Anticipated money
from the county was not forthcoming, so in July 1960 the township trustees
loaned the board $2,500 to cover expenses.
Meanwhile events moved at a rapid pace. The board hired Kathleen White to
be its clerk and Ken Thompson to handle the mowing and maintenance for the
first park. A meeting was held with the Boston Township Trustees because the
Shilts property was located there. Chairman Clark explored the possibility of
obtaining U.S. Department of Agriculture funds to purchase 7,000 trees (it
didn’t happen), while consultant Henry Pree examined proposals to acquire a
portion of Western Reserve Academy’s East Woods adjacent to the newlyopened Evamere School. During the next couple of years, the board considered a number of possible land purchases in conjunction with the Hudson
Board of Education’s intention to develop a campus plan for the schools along
what is now North Hayden Parkway.
Wildlife Park
By June 1961 the first park, initially called the Wildlife Park, was opened and
a scout cabin was under construction there. The park board made an official
inspection in the company of Mr. Shilts, the donor of the land. The park has
remained much as it was in 1961 with the exception of the presence of the
Ohio Turnpike. Other changes include the creation of the Cuyahoga Valley
Recreation Area in 1974, which made Wildlife Park an island surrounded by
federal park lands. Another change came in August of 1983, when the board
approved a section of the Buckeye Trail to pass through the park.
With Wildlife Park secure, the attention of the board went to other matters.
One offer that was discussed was Mrs. Herbert (Marjorie) Bear’s proposal to
sell 75 acres of land adjacent to the privately owned Hudson Springs Park for
$35,000. In light of the protracted negotiations to purchase Hudson Springs in
the early 1970’s, this would have been a desirable parcel to acquire. But
consultant Henry Pree advocated the purchase of property adjacent to Evamere
School because it was “near the center of population”. Even the village dump
at the end of Owen Brown Street was studied as a possible site for a park.
In June, 1961 board member F. H. “Bill” Wood visited Mr. And Mrs. Alan
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MacLaren of John Clark Lane, who had moved to Hudson in 1940. They had
considerable land near the railroad embankment south to Route 303. This
large parcel was conveniently located near the center of population, and was
almost entirely within Hudson Township (rather than the village). The board
visited the property again in October 1961 but indicated that a decision to
purchase could not be made for some time. The MacLarens stated that they
had no intention of selling to a developer. For the next two years the board
spent much time trying to acquire land for a “playground park” adjacent to
Evamere School which never materialized.
Cascade Park
The Board visited the MacLaren property on May 11, 1963, in response to
consultant Henry Pree’s July letter heartily recommending its purchase. Pree
was impressed with the “splendid possibilities” of the property. He noted its
tree and shrub distribution as well as the areas of flat and open spaces, its two
access roads, and the unusual outcropping of ledges and waterfalls. On October 2,1963 the board agreed to purchase the 75.39 acre parcel from the
MacLarens including a small area on the east side of the railroad for the sum
of $39,956.70. By July 1964 the property had been acquired and plans were
under way to develop the larger part, west of the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks,
into Cascade Park.
This new park actually carried on a tradition that was reportedly well established in the 19th century when the area adjacent to the ledges and cascade
was called “Picnic Falls”. Katharine Hook MacLaren (b. 1905), who sold the
land to the park board, and heard stories about it from old Hudson families
including that of Janet Road (d.1950) confirming that it had always been a
favorite recreational area. As late as the Depression era of the 1930’s the pool
below the falls was a favorite “wash up” spot for hobos coming through town on
boxcars on the adjacent railroad tracks.
When the Park Board purchased the former MacLaren property, it was decided that the acreage west of the tracks would be developed with trails, picnic
areas, playing field and parking lot. By July of 1965, the new park was being
developed in preparation for opening to the public. Park commissioners Edward T. Scott, Jr., Chairman, Albert Lloyd, and Douglas C. Hasbrouck guided
the work.

The Park System Expands
The park board continued to be active in identifying parcels that could be added
to the park system. During this period of expansion, the board entertained
requests from neighborhoods and developers who viewed parks as a community asset and it appears board policy encouraged smaller, neighborhood parks
which empathized recreational activities such as ball fields as well as larger
parcels dedicated to conservation and preservation. Community use of the
parks was wide spread and included boy scouts and girl scouts, little league
baseball, the Jaycees, Kiwanis, and public schools. Clearly the parks served
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a wide spectrum of the community in a variety of activities and were vital to
Hudson Village and Township.
Park expansion requires significant funding, particularly in an environment of
rapid residential development and escalating real estate value. In a publication
of 1973 titled Report to the Hudson Community, the Park Board states:
Since its inception, it has been the goal of the Park Board to acquire large
attractive pieces of park land and property for both present and future use.
Toward this goal, the Park Board is accumulating the kind of funds, in excess
of annual operating expenses, which are necessary for acquiring major park
properties. .. (T)he net gain in all park funds between 1971 and 1972 was
$16,650.
Throughout the 1960-70’s the board employed a mix of tools to acquire new
properties. Hudson voters always approved park tax levies that in later years
became two separate ½ mill levies for a total one mill. Tax dollars were augmented with a varying mix of private donations (of both properties and funds),
leases, easements and the use of state and federal funds.
Darrow Road Park
In 1968, Hudson parks acquired the 63-acre Darrow Road Park with its rolling
meadow fronting Route 91 and its wooded area to the east toward La Scala
Drive. As recorded in the Board minutes of April 1968, a check for $42,000 for
the purchase of Darrow Road; lot 86, was forwarded to Mr. Holden, the board
attorney, for processing. The La Scala Drive entrance acquired in 1985 was a
gift from Hudson Development. Over the years the park has remained relatively
unchanged however, one potential use considered for the site was the annual
Kiwanis horse show. Plans for developing fields and parking in this park were
proposed in the early 80’s and again in 1995 and meet with resistance from
neighbors. Much of the tract was landbanked with the open meadow area used
for active recreation and parking, and trails through the lesser-developed areas.
Colony Park
Also dating from the 1960’s is Colony Park, initially a 17-acre open meadow
that served the Old Towne Colony area about a mile south of the center of
Hudson. At the October 4, 1968 Board meeting, the members passed a motion in favor of purchasing approximately 13 acres at $2,150 per acre from the
Falls Lumber Company. That same year the board accepted a gift of 0.1296
acres in lot 36 from Builders Fidelity Acceptance Corporation and an additional
30-foot strip deeded by Mr. Cramer. Primary access to the park is from Ogelby
Drive. Neighborhood residents hoped the park would be named as a memorial
to Fred E. Kroger, but for unstated reasons, the Board and neighbors agreed to
the Old Colony name and a ball field was named in Kroger’s memory. It has
three baseball diamonds, playground equipment and a trail. This “in town”
park also boasts a diverse bird population. In 1987 an additional 17 acres was
purchased from the School Board for $90,000 for the purpose of a bike trail.
Until a 1988 pedestrian overpass was built, this park was separated from Hudson
Village by the Conrail tracks.
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Middleton Park
The Park Board acquired another neighborhood park, the eight-acre Middleton
Park on the south side of Middleton Road west of Route 91, in August 1972.
Commenting on its purchase, Park Board Chairman David Lawrence stated
that it was “in response to the Knight and Solar recommendation” of the previous year. The Board paid $28,278 for the parcel, purchasing it from developer
Ronald Rice. The purchase was aided by $200 dollar donations from both the
Leighton Estates Homeowners Association and the Connecticut Colony
Homeowners Association.

Hudson Springs Park
Some time after the Civil War, prominent Hudson attorney Horace B. Foster
acquired a large swampy parcel of land on Stow Road, in an area that was
otherwise cultivated as small farms. Following his death in the early 20th
century, his daughter, Marie Campbell Barnes, owned this parcel of about 300
acres that included present-day Hudson Springs Park and an adjacent tenant
farm, re-named “Hickory Dell” in the early 1940’s.
In 1942 Judge Dean May of Akron and his wife Dorothy Cranz May, purchased
the property from Marie Foster Barnes. Although they lived in the village for
several years, the Mays used the property for family outings and built a small
cabin on a three-acre pond. Early in their ownership, Dean May had discovered natural basin in spring-feed swampy land that he dreamed would someday be a lake. In 1946 the May family moved into a new house at Hickory Dell,
took up farming, and proceeded with plans to dig a proper basin for the lake,
which was filled from the natural spring in 1948. The following summer, Mrs.
May (now a widow) and her six children opened Hudson Springs Park as a
center for swimming, fishing and picnics. Hudson people called the place “May’s
Lake”. Hudson Springs earned a wide reputation as a recreational area and as
a premiere fishing spot, by the mid 1950’s it was not unusual for the site to
attract as many as 2,000 on a summer weekend. After her children had completed college, Dorothy May decided to sell the park itself. Unable to interest
either the Akron Metropolitan Park District or the fledgling Hudson Park Board,
Mrs. May sold the park to a group of investors including Hudson developer
John Matthews who eventually acquired full control of the parcel.
In September 1970 a civic group was formed to explore the possibility of acquiring the park. The Hudson Springs Park Feasibility Committee, consisting
of twenty-five members, met over the course ten weeks with representatives
from the Akron Metropolitan Park Board, the Hudson Village Council, the Hudson Park Board and the Hudson Township Trustees. Early in 1971 Park Board
Chairman Albert L. Lloyd stated in the Akron Beacon Journal that “the purchase of open land areas has to be done today for future use,” and announced
that a professional study would be undertaken to determine the direction for
park acquisition. That year the Hudson Board of Education and the Hudson
Park Board commissioned Knight and Stolar, Inc. of Cleveland to conduct a
study and make recommendations for both parties regarding land purchase.
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The report was presented in October, 1971 and included recommendations for
twelve neighborhood parks of five to twenty acres each, an expanded Green for
the center of Hudson, and the purchase of Hudson Springs Park which consultant Charles L. Knight called “a number one priority if you can get it”.
The community now needed to come together to find a way to acquire the 213acre park. In 1972 the Hudson Jaycees, President David J. Mohr, signed a
lease agreement with Mr. Matthews to rent the park for a three-year period with
an option to purchase. The Jaycees annual fee was set at $12,000 per year
with an ascending scale purchase price per acre. It appeared that the anticipated price would be over $635,000. For more than a year, there was considerable discussion about the matter, and in September, 1973 Mayor Rodgers of
Hudson announced that the Village of Hudson would join the Jaycees and the
Hudson Park Board in raising the funds to purchase the park for $440,000.
The Village acted as the guarantor of purchase while the Park Board applied
for a federal grant through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.
In 1974, the Board approved the Jaycees plan for building a 3,200 square foot
building on 6,000 square feet of property at Hudson Springs, which they would
sublease for five years and would then become park property. For six years,
the Jaycees operated their popular Hudson Haunted House in this building
that now serves, with improvements, as the Park offices and maintenance
building. The haunted house moved to Oak Grove Park, at that time called
Adult Park, and is still at that location.
In March 1975, the Park Board received a grant of $220,000 from the U. S.
Department of Interior, which helped to reimburse the Village for its purchase
of the park. Funding from the Department of Natural Resources caused some
controversy. There were serious concerns about regulation, paperwork, encumbrance and loss of control (including access of non-Hudson residents)
that might accompany federal monies. These concerns were over-ruled after
contacting other regional parks that had successfully used federal/state funding.
It was the Village of Hudson that was ultimately responsible for purchasing the
park that would latter be called “the crown jewel of the Hudson Park system.”
In early February 1974, the Village paid $439,687 and the title to Hudson
Springs Park transferred to its new owner. The park board agreed to buy the
land from the Village on an “as it can afford” basis. At the time, the Board’s
one-mill levy brought it only $82,000 per year.
A generous Interior Department grant received in 1975 greatly eased the board’s
finances. That same year they were able to purchase an additional eleven
acres adjacent to Hudson Springs from Western Reserve Academy’s East
Woods property (with the support of Federal funds) that would become part of
Bicentennial Woods. The final parcel making up Hudson Springs Park was a
33.75-acre parcel purchased in1978 for $97,500 from Heritage Farms. This
helped complete the park by adding land to its southeast quadrant and making
possible the construction of a trail system around the lake and park.
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Continued Growth
Earlier surveys and plans cumulated in the Knight and Stolar Comprehensive
Plan for Public Parks and School Sites, adopted by the Board in 1972.
The addition of smaller, community based parks continued in the 70s and 80s
as urged by the Knight and Stolar plan. A provision requiring developers to
donate 5% of the land in developments (or an equal dollar amount) proved to
problematical and by the mid-1970’s the board was reluctant to accept any
parcel under six acres. Commenting in a July 2000 conversation, Superintendent John Grell said that there was not a piece of troubled property in Hudson
that had not been offered to the Park. Avoiding liabilities, the park board acquired many useful properties during this period of growth.
Stow-Middleton Park
At the corner of Middleton and Stow Roads is the 17-acre Stow-Middleton
Park. In August of 1977, the Park Board entered a ten-year lease (with a sixmonth release clause) with the Hudson School Board for use of this area. Paul
Bodden, President of the school board stated at that time that school attendance figures were rising and play areas were becoming inundated so that the
school board was pleased the park board would develop the lands to relieve
pressure. A second lease effective January 1987 extended the agreement for
an addition ten years. Development of the park (a ball diamond, soccer field,
pavilion, and a parking lot) proceeded with the realization that the school board
may someday require the site for a school.
Trumbull Woods
Another park in the northeast quadrant of Hudson is Trumbull Woods, located
at the eastern extremity of Middleton Road where it connects to the old Ravenna
Road. Longtime Hudson residents, Harlan and Dorothy Trumbull purchased
this parcel in the 1940’s. They had a small cabin on the property that was used
as a weekend retreat. Both were active in the life of the community for a period
of more than fifty years. Dr. Harlan L. Trumbull, a polymer scientist with B.F.
Goodrich, had also served as a member of the Hudson Village Council.
In 1969, the Trumbull’s deeded 13 acres of their woods to The Nature Conservancy, a national organization with headquarters in Arlington, Virginia. The
land was then transferred to Kent State University for use as a laboratory for
research and education. In 1978, according to the Nature Conservancy press
release issued for the dedication, the Trumbulls gave the Conservancy an additional 18.4 acres that would be transferred to the Park Board. At the January
13, 1979 Board Meeting the board announced the Nature Conservancy received the gift of land from the Trumbulls’ and the Board accepted the land
from the Nature Conservancy with deed restrictions for natural park use. At the
February meeting it was noted that the Trumbulls offered 4.2 acres directly to
the Park Board as a donation. The park was dedicated on November 19, 1979.
It remains today the nature preserve that the Trumbull’s intended, but it does
offer a hiking trail that winds through an arboretum and along a stream.
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Oak Grove Park
Barlow Park, whose name was changed in 1999 to Oak Grove Park to avoid
confusion with the newly acquired Barlow Farm Park, is a 31-acre park on
Barlow Road just east of the Little Tikes Company. It was purchased in 1978
for $129,000. Initially called Adult Park because of relaxed rules for activities
and beverages, the first official group use was June 21,1980 when it was the
site of the Kiwanis horse show. Since 1980, Hudson Jaycees have leased
Park property here and held their Hudson Haunted House event. In 1985
Jaycees President Bill Hull reported to the Akron Beacon Journal that the
Hudson Haunted House draws more than 30,000 people over the month of
October and as many as 5,500 on peak nights.
Bicentennial Woods
Finally, the last of the parks to be acquired in the 1970’s is the Bicentennial
Woods with entrances off Victoria Parkway and Stow Road. This 33-acre park
was formerly an upland wood lot on Evamere Farm, the large country estate of
Hudson benefactor, James W. Ellsworth (1849-1925). From the mid-1920’s
until the mid-1950’s, this was owned by Western Reserve Academy. The remnant stone fireplace still on the site, marks the “cabin in the woods” a cabin
built by WRA students in 1928. This park includes one of the few remaining
hardwood stands left in Hudson and is a place where wildflowers grow in abundance.
Monies were raised through a community-wide campaign conducted in 19751976 in honor of the American Bicentennial for acquiring part of this Park. At
the April 10 1974 meeting, the board was approached by Mrs. Nancy Herron of
the Bi-Centennial committee and informed them $39,000 would be raised for
the purchase of the East Woods area. A motion to purchase 11.245 acres of
the East Woods for $28,113 from Western Reserve Academy was passed in
March 1975 using federal funds. At the same time the Board agreed to an
option on an additional 12.67 acres to be acted upon before January 1, 1977.
A total of $38,039.55 was committed. The board noted that these acquisitions
were part of the Knight and Stolar plan. In April 1975 the lands transferred and
the board agreed to lease from the Hudson School Board a 10.496 tract adjoining the Academy purchase. In 1987, this lease was extended to the year 2070.
On January 8, 1977 the Bi-Centennial Commission, represented by Mr. George
Hoy, supported the purchase of 12.6 acres in East Woods in the amount of
$38,039.55 (a combination of monies and stock). These 12.6 acres were in
addition to 11.2 acres previously purchased from Western Reserve Academy
and 10.4 leased from the School Board for a total of 34.4 acres. When it was
dedicated on July 4, 1979, it was described as “a gift of the people of Hudson
in 1976 to the future residents of this community”.

The 80s and 90s
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Board energy focused on improvements and facilities through much of the
1980-90’s. Pavilions, ball fields, parking lots, entrance buildings, play grounds,
horse rinks and trails were added. An ice-skating ring proposal was considered and rejected as being beyond the resources of the board. At Hudson
Springs Park an eighteen hole disc golf course was added along with improvements to the lake. Knight and Stolar continued to be consulted.
Several important acquisitions were made in the 1980’s and 1990’s. A 27-acre
parcel adjoining Cascade Park east of the railroad tracks, today known as
MacLaren Woods, was added in 1993 with a “reduced price/donation agreement” reached with Katharine MacLaren (between 1993 and 1995 a total of
$163,000 was paid).
Trail Additions and Smaller Parcels
The board dreamed of an extensive biking/hiking trail 55 miles long and in
1980s established the first two links through the cooperation of the School
Board and Village Council. A bike path from Elm Street to Evamere School on
North Hayden Parkway was made possible by the School Board, which allowed the Park Board use of school property in September 1987. The 775 feet
long path cost $15,000. In 1988 Village Council approved the purchase of land
for bike trails at 2078 Ravenna Road to be developed by the Park Board. The
property was purchased from Barbara Poje of Hudson Township at a price of
$40,000. The trail includes a pedestrian bridge over the Conrail tracks and
links South Hayden Parkway with the Hudson Farms allotment and Colony
Park. In 1980, the Burton D. Morgan Foundation contributed $50,000 towards
construction of the bike path.
Additional trials were planned in the 1990’s to enable people to get around
Hudson easier. In a July 11, 1995 Cleveland Plain Dealer interview, Board
President Bill Fitzgibbons referred to an abandoned trail across Brandywine
Creek in the center of town that was active 25 years prior. His comment, “It’s
a very small parcel and it has been our experience that small parcels are a
headache,” indicates the difficulties presented by the various trail systems.
The Stow Aurora trail a ten acre narrow strip one and half miles long, lies south
of the Ohio Turnpike between Stow and Hudson-Aurora Roads acquired through
donations and other conveyances.
The Joslyn property of about five acres north of the turnpike, across the turnpike from Hudson Springs Park was donated in 1992 but lies fallow due to lack
of access. This was accepted by Board action of May 1992 when a motion
was passed to accept the donation of 5.87 acres from Robert O. Joslyn, Lois
M. Gibson, Thelma Arnold and First National Bank.
Boston Mills Park
Boston Mills Park with eight acres of brush and young woods was acquired in
March 1990. Alltel donated this land to Hudson Village who in May of 1991
gave it to the Park Board, according to a note in the file at the park administrative office. The park sits across Lake Forest from the country club and boasts
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a nice location on the edge of the lake. Access is from a small parking area on
Boston Mills Road near Executive Parkway.
The park board made a major effort in the 1970’s and 80’s to acquire Mud
Brook adjacent to the Hudson well fields on the west side of Hudson off Route
303, an area of natural wetlands, identified in the Knight and Stoller report. In
1986, the Park Board received a $39,250 matching funds, Federal Grant for
the purchase of this property. At the October 8, 1987 Board meeting, an
“extensive executive session” was held on land acquisition for which no minutes exist. Mud Brook did not become Park Property.
The Merger
After the merger of the Village and Township, on January 1, 1994, the park
board filed a lawsuit to remain independent of the City, but lost a lawsuit in late
January of 1996. The Hudson Parks then became part of the city structure. In
1999 a City proposal, issue 32, to create a Park, Recreation and Community
Education Department by merging public school and city Park departments
was defeated.
By the end of 1994, the Hudson Park Board over a period of 32 years had
acquired 628 acres of park property. Facilities which required maintenance
and operating expenses included ball diamonds, hiking biking trails, a 50-acre
stocked lake a disc golf course, volley ball courts, playgrounds, pavilions and
picnic areas. Future plans included additional parkland and developing bike
trails. The 0.5-mill levy was barely passed in November 1994 after a recount
showed a ten-vote difference, but in 1996, passage of the levy by Hudson
voters bucked a regional trend of defeated parks and recreation issues. The
city’s two half-mill park levies together brought in about $490,00 in 1997 according to Suzanne Helms, assistant city manager. The positive vote allowed
“a modest amount” of monies for land acquisitions according to Board member
Jim Carsten in an Akron Beacon Journal interview. Plans for additional land for
new parks was anything but modest and positive voter support encouraged the
board’s next steps.

The Land Legacy Levy
In a July 11, 1995 Cleveland Plain Dealer interview, Board president Bill
Fitzgibbons spoke of the need for buffer zones between residential and industrial areas and the preservation of larger undeveloped parcels. “All areas will
be developed with conservation and recreation in mind, and to preserve the
beauty of Hudson,” according to Fitzgibbons. At City of Hudson Village Council meeting in August 1997, the Land Legacy Levy was presented. This was a
bond issue of 0.87 mill over 20 years, to raise $7.335 million for the purchase
410 acres of new park land. Hudson Park Board member Bob Kahrl stated that
the Land Legacy Levy “will provide a legacy of open space for future generations, and new recreational areas for active sports, picnics or just admiring
nature.” Six properties, all residential totaling 470 acres had been identified for
accession. Agreements for purchase were secured and made public knowl-
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edge before the vote. A goal of the Land Legacy Levy was to limit residential
developments. The Akron Beacon Journal reported that according to figures
released by the City and Park Board, the cost of acquiring the land for open
space vs. the cost for the school district if the land were developed was a
savings of more than $700,00.
In October 4, Park Board member Sandra Pickut told the Akron Beacon Journal, “We have a nice balance between parcels suited for active recreation and
conservation-oriented parcels.” The quest for balance extended to the acquisition of strategically located properties that would serve wide representational
geographic areas. A community wide promotion encouraged “Yes” votes. Voters were invited to view a 16-minute video showing aerial views of the properties broadcast on TV. Although there was organized opposition to the levy,
voters approved the Land Legacy Levy in the November election.
The Land Legacy Levy provided for six new parks to be added to the system.
Ellsworth Meadows
The Ellsworth Meadows and Trebo Property constitute a 163-acre property on
the northside of Barlow Road. The land encompasses the former 103-acre Big
Springs Golf Course purchased for $2,500,000 and sixty adjacent acres purchased for $900,000. The sixty-acre parcel was owned by Trebo Inc who had
planned to develop a condominium development on the site. Operation of the
golf course proved problematic to the park board. Management of the facility
was taken over by the City which operates the golf course in a department
separate from the parks.
Barlow Farm Park
The sixty-acre parcel purchased from Donald and Emily Barlow Trust in March
1998 for $936,440 (from title insurance record) became Barlow Farm Park.
Once the fields and pastures of the Barlow family, today the park provides
active recreation with ball fields and facilities. The property was of principal
interest to the park board due to its central location, and ease of development
due to clear level terrain. Improvements were initiated in two phases over 1998
through 2000 totaled about three million dollars. Parks superintendent John
Grell, in an Akron Beacon Journal interview explained the need for ballparks
was acute and that some teams resorted to makeshift fields. Surrounded by
Barlow Farm Park, but not owned or operated by the Park Board, is the CaseBarlow Bicentennial Farm which includes the1831 Barlow homestead and a
complex of farm barns and buildings.
Robinson Field
The 30.76-acre Robinson Property is located at the southeast corner of Stow
and Ravenna Roads. It was purchased for $461,400 in 1998 from Robert H.
and Laurel G. Robinson. This undeveloped park was part of the Robinson family farm, and then used as a growing and storage area for nursery stock.
Witt Property
The Witt property is a one hundred-acre parcel near Ashbrook housing development on Valley View Road in the Northwest corner of town. Purchased in
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February 2000 from the Bertha Witt Trust, the site had long been owned by
William Witt. The hardwood forest on this property contains some of the oldest
trees in Hudson, and it appears that the forest has remained undisturbed for
about 150 years. The property belonged to the Post family during most of the
19th century - the Posts had arrived in 1804 and may have never cultivated this
corner of their farm.
Boyd Property
The fifty one-acre parcel purchased 1998 for $778,532, had been owned by the
estate of Louise Boyd. Located south of Middleton Road and north of HudsonAurora Road it was originally part of the Forbush Farm, owned by a well-known
Hudson family. Louise Forbush Boyd and her husband, State Representative
Morris L. Boyd, lived on this property which had been Louise Boyd’s girlhood
home. The park consists of a transitional meadow and remnants of a woodland
with young timber. A large portion of the property had been recently clear-cut.
Near the Middleton Road entrance is a pond and marsh. Neil Henderson states
this pond was dug in the 1940’s. Another entry is off Hudson-Aurora Road and
it provides limited access beside a streambed.
Doc’s Woods
The Miller property now known as Docs Woods, is a tract of 60 acres on Stow
Road north of Barlow Road. It was purchased for $765,700 in October 1997
from Kathryn Miller. This purchase was dependent on the passage of Land
Legacy, but did not use Land Legacy funds. Potentially suitable for a wetland
arboretum with walking trails, it remains raw, undeveloped land, with areas of
dense wooded wetlands and difficult access. Foundation and chimney remnants are all that remain of the summer home that once occupied the site.

At the turn of the century, the parks’ most pressing issue is development of the
Land Legacy properties, while at the same time serving new community recreation activities such as in-line and board skating, an activity very foreign to the
first park board. The success of Hudson Parks is apparent when measured
against their Mission Statement, developed by Superintendent John Grell and
Administrator Kathy Wolking.
The mission of the Hudson Parks Department is to acquire park land and to
provide the citizens of Hudson with a park system for the conservation, preservation and enjoyment of their natural environment and to facilitate the usage
of the pavilions, trails, playgrounds, fields, lake and other aspects of the park
land.

This is a proud legacy to bequeath to future residents of Hudson.
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Vince Sources:
Hudson Park Board Minutes, 1959-1975
Knight and Stolar Plan (1971)
Joan May Maher. “Local Farm Girl Reminisces” in Maher, Joan May, ed. Farewell to Farms (1987)
Lynne Pierce. “Quiet Treasures” Hudson Hub Times June 18 1986
Articles in Northern Summit Times, Hudson Hub, Akron Beacon Journal, 19601975

Additional Sources:
Articles in the Cleveland Plain Dealer (1995) and Akron Beacon Journal (19832000)
City of Hudson, Official Web Site July 2000
Neil Henderson (1999), Hudson Parks, 15-17 June ‘99 Walking Tours
Clippings Ring Binders 1972-2000) at Park Administrative Office, assembled
by Kathy Wolking
Park Administrative Files maintained on each property
Interview with Superintendent John Grell and Clerk Kathy Wolking, July 24 and
26, 2000.
Hudson Park Board Minutes, 1959-1980
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HUDSON PARKS – MASTER PLAN - STATUS/NEEDS
COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN

1995 STATUS
21,000 RESIDENTS

1999 STATUS
22,000 RESIDENTS

FUTURE NEEDS
35,000 RESIDENTS

COMMUNITY PARKS
(ORGANIZED USE PARKS)
10 ACRES PER
1000 RESIDENTS

COMMUNITY PARKS
(ORGANIZED USE PARKS)
210 ACRES REQUIRED
HUDSON SPRINGS PARK 260
CASCADE PARK
72
BARLOW PARK
30
COLONY PARK
34

COMMUNITY PARKS
(ORGANIZED USE PARKS)
220 ACRES REQUIRED
BARLOW PARK
30
BARLOW FARM PARK 60
ROBINSON FIELDS
31
ELLSWORTH
163
MEADOWS
TREBO
60

COMMUNITY PARKS
(ORGANIZED USE ARKS)
350 ACRES REQUIRED
ORGANIC USE FIELDS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE
BARLOW FARM, BARLOW
PARK, AND ROBINSON FIELDS

MULTIPURPOSE YOUTH/
SENIOR CENTER POTENTIAL
POOL, GYM. COURTS, MEETING
ROOMS
TOTAL

396

TOTAL

344

TOWN GREEN
GREEN EXTENSION

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
(UNORGANIZED USE PARKS)
6 ACRES PER
1000 RESIDENTS

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
(UNORGANIZED USE PARKS)

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
(UNORGANIZED USE PARKS)

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
(UNORGANIZED USE PARKS)

126 ACRES REQUIRED
MIDDLETOWN PARK
9
STOW-MIDDLETON PARK 17
DARROW (PARTIAL)
15

132 ACRES REQUIRED
CASCADE PARK
72
COLONY PARK
34
DARROW (PARTIAL)
15
MIDDLETON PARK
9
STOW-MIDDLETON
17
HUDSON SPRINGS
260
BOYD PARK
52

210 ACRES REQUIRED
REPLACEMENT FOR
STOW-MIDDLETON IF NEEDED

TOTAL

PASSIVE OPEN SPACE
(PARK PRESERVES)
3 ACRES PER
1000 RESIDENTS

41

PASSIVE OPEN SPACE
(PARK PRESERVES)

TRUMBULL WOODS
BICENTENNIAL WOODS
STOW-AURORA TRAIL
DARROW (REMAINDER)
BOSTON MILLS
MARCLAREN
WILDLIFE PARK
DOC’S WOODS
TOTAL
9.5 ACRES PER
1000 RESIDENTS AVERAGE

18
33
10
48
58
27
58
59
252

33 ACRES PER
1000 RESIDENTS AVERAGE

TOTAL

PARK IN NORTHWEST QUAD
PARK ASSOCIATED WITH NEW
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
IN DISTRICT 6

459

PASSIVE OPEN SPACE
(PARK PRESERVES)
63 ACRES REQUIRED

PASSIVE OPEN SPACE
(PARK PRESERVES)
105 ACRES REQUIRED

TRUMBULL WOODS
18
BICENTENNIAL WOODS 33
STOW-AURORA TRAIL 10
DARROW (REMAINDER) 48
BOSTON MILLS
58
MARCLAREN
27
WILDLIFE PARK
58
WITT PRESERVE
100

PRESERVE ASSOCIATED WITH
NEW DEVELOPMENT IN
DISTRICT 6

TOTAL

711 ADDITIONAL ACRES
TO MAINTAIN
55 ACRES PER
1000 RESIDENTS AVERAGE

411

55 ACRES PER
1000 RESIDENTS AVERAGE
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