FACT SHEET
VETERANS TRAIL PHASE 3
Project Overview
In 2000, the Parks Master Plan identified the Veterans Trail alignment (Spine Trail) as the highest priority
trail for the Hudson Park System, connecting the Metroparks trail to downtown Hudson. In 2013, the Hudson
Connectivity Plan was created to further identify safe and achievable community-wide bike and hike
connectivity throughout the City. The plan prioritized implementation of future trail connections including
the Veterans Trail Phase 3 route described below.
In 2014, the City received a $500,000 federal grant administered by the Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) to fund the Veterans Trail Phase 3 project (see map below). The project will include the installation of
a 10-foot-wide multi-use asphalt path and on-road path between Veterans Way Park and Barlow Road. The
project also includes storm drainage improvements, grading, bike lane striping, a traffic calming feature, tree
clearing, and a boardwalk & bridge. The on-road trail will begin at the intersection of Veterans Way and
Milford Drive and will be on-road for 0.5 miles along Milford Drive, East Case Drive, and Lynn Drive. The
asphalt trail will begin at the end of Lynn Drive and will be routed 1.1 miles through Cascade Park and along
Ellsworth Golf Course all the way to Barlow Road, where it will connect to the future Veterans Trail Phase 4.

Project Cost

Project
Schedule

Construction Cost
$1.29 million
Funding
City of Hudson and
ODOT

Bid & Award
November 2019
Estimated
Construction
December 2019 –
June 2020

Stay Informed
Website
https://www.hudson.oh.us/1016/Veterans-TrailPhase-3

Sign-Up
Click on the Sign-Up link at the above webpage
to receive project updates via e-mail or text

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
VETERANS TRAIL PHASE 3
Why is the project being constructed? The Veterans Trail Phase 3 project is being constructed in coordination with the City of
Hudson’s Parks Master Plan and Connectivity Plan, both adopted by Hudson City Council. Veterans Trail Phase 3 is one of 5 sections
through Hudson referred to as part of Veterans Trail. The trail will connect to the future Veterans Trail Phase 4 at Barlow Road.
Could the trail be routed along the west side of the Norfolk Southern rail lines property, north and east of Cascade Park?
The City reviewed this alignment and identified that Norfolk Southern will not permit such a use on the railroad right of way nor do
they recommend it in proximity to their tracks. The final alignment of the trail is contained within a combination of city right-of-way
and city park land
What is the speed table along Milford Drive?
The speed table is designed to reduce motorists’ speeds and facilitate the merging of bicycle and motor vehicle traffic to navigate the
narrow point. See graphic below for an example of a speed table.
Example of speed table at narrowing, NACTO Urban
Street Design Guide

Will Milford Road be closed during construction of the Speed Table?
Milford Road (near Trumbull Drive) will be closed for a maximum of 30 days during the construction of the speed table. Detour
signage will be provided by the contractor.
Will the trail along Milford Drive include street markings for bicyclists as on East Case Drive?
Both East Case Drive and Milford Drive will have painted street markings and signage to remind motorists to share the road with
cyclists. The painted street marking that will be used is shown below:

For the portion of the trail behind Nicholson Drive, would the City consider running the path closer to Ellsworth Meadows
Golf Course or to have a plan to create a natural, privacy barrier for the homeowners by installing some trees with height?
The trail alignment was revised from the original design alignment between Barlow Road and a point approximately 600 feet north of
Barlow Road. From that point north to Cascade Park, the trail is proposed to follow the existing gravel access drive and trail. Where
the trail will be constructed along the existing access drive, a split rail fence will be constructed between the properties along
Nicholson Drive and the trail. A future tree planting plan will be implemented after the completion of the project to replace some of
the trees removed during the project.

Will the project impact wildlife and trees?
Impacts to wildlife has been considered and mitigated through the design and environmental process required of this and all Federally
funded projects. The project has been reviewed by the Army Corp of Engineers (ACOE) and has received all necessary permits. A
future tree planting plan will be implemented after the completion of the project to replace some of the trees removed during the
project.
I am concerned about the removal of trees between the golf course and the rear yards of Nicholson Drive residents. What is
being done to provide protection from golf balls entering the rear yards of Nicholson Drive? The 11th hole of the golf course (the
hole adjacent to Nicholson Drive properties) is designed to minimize errant golf balls from entering those properties. While there are
some tree removals planned through this area of the project, there are a large number of mature trees that will remain to provide
protection from golf balls. No other means of golf ball protection is planned for this project at this time.
Is the speed of bikers going downhill from Cascade Park alongside/passing walkers a concern?
The path has been designed using the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Guide for the
Development of Bicycle Facilities. Sight distance in the AASHTO manual identifies the required sight lines based on horizontal and
vertical curvature, and profile grades based upon the design speed. Low vegetation adjacent to the trail will be cleared and replaced
with grasses, and low limbs of trees will be removed to improve sight lines and avoid blind corners to further improve the safety of the
new trail.
What is the proposed path width?
Where the trail is an independent shared-use path (Cascade Park to Barlow Road), the width is generally proposed at 10 feet. There
are some short sections that are 14 feet wide in steeply sloped areas of the trail.
Is there really a need/interest from cyclists in our community?
Cyclists are regularly observed on many of the unpaved trails in Cascade Park. In combination with other phases, the project will also
provide connectivity from the center of Hudson to the Summit County Bike & Hike Trail.
What is the impact of the paved trail and loss of trees on storm water problems?
Tree loss will be minimized by removing lower limbs of trees where feasible rather than clear cutting. The project has been designed
to meet current storm water best management practices for treating storm water in accordance with the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency (OEPA).
Would a different trail surface, such as crushed stone, have less impact on storm water issues and be more appropriate for this
natural area?
Crushed limestone and other natural surfaces create maintenance concerns, especially when installed on hilly terrain like that of
Cascade Park. Asphalt provides a durable, maintainable surface that accommodates a wide range of users and is considered an
appropriate surface in the AASHTO manual on bicycle facility design.
How long will the project construction take to complete? The construction will take approximately six (6) months depending on
weather. Construction is anticipated to begin in December 2019.
How will the contractor complete the project? It is likely the contractor will complete the project in the following order: First, tree
clearing and other vegetation removal will take place. The Contractor will then likely install new storm sewers and culvert pipes
while completing grading work. Next, the boardwalk and pedestrian bridge will be installed. In the spring, the new trail will be
installed. Finally, the disturbed areas will be restored. A more detailed construction schedule will be obtained from the contractor
prior to the start of construction and posted on the project website.
Are there direct costs to residents or an assessment? There are no direct costs to the residents for the work located within the City
right-of-way and park property. This project is 100% funded by ODOT and City Funds.
Will the trail be closed during construction? The trail will be closed to the public during construction. Orange construction fence
and signs will delineate construction areas.
What can we expect during construction? Nearby residents can expect dust, mud, and regular construction noise, etc. The City
will be monitoring the construction area and limiting these issues as much as possible.
What safety measures should residents know about during construction? Please stay away from the construction areas at all
times. Never let children near the construction site, in the roadway, or near the construction equipment. All open trenches will be
fenced off at night by the Contractor. If a resident smells gas, please vacate the area and call the Hudson Fire Department’s non-

emergency line from a safe area at 330-342-1800. In addition, the East Ohio Gas 24-hour number is 1-877-542-2630. Emergency
vehicles and personnel will have access through the construction zone at all times.
What will be the normal construction hours for the work? The Contractor will be allowed to work Monday through Friday
between the hours of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and possibly on Saturdays, if the project falls behind schedule due to weather. No work will be
permitted on Sundays or City of Hudson holidays, unless pre-authorized by the City. No work at night will be permitted unless
emergency repairs are necessary.
How can I receive updates on the construction progress? Prior to beginning the project, the City will update the “Veterans Trail
Phase 3” link on the City’s Construction Projects webpage at: https://www.hudson.oh.us/1016/Veterans-Trail-Phase-3. A link is
provided on the website so that you can sign-up to receive emailed updates on the status of the project. Please let City staff know if
you prefer to receive a hard copy letter with construction updates.
Who should the resident call if they have a question or an issue? Please contact the Hudson Engineering Office at 330-342-1770
(Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) or Nate Wonsick at 330-342-1776 or email nwonsick@hudson.oh.us or
engineering@hudson.oh.us. Direct after hours calls to the Hudson Police non-emergency line at 330-342-1800.

